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Dr Robert Abela the family man with wife Lydia and daughter Georgia Mae (lert) acknowledging the verdict of
the Labour Party members t&;t elected him as party leader, and (right) exchanging a kiss w1th Georgia Mae at
the swearing in;cerem ee report page 12)

The swearing in ceremony over, Robert
Abela, his wife Lydia and daughter Geor-
pia Mae chat with President George Vella.

- The walk-about from the Palace his new PM office
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For the love of home ...

hat is it that makes Malta so special

to me? This is a question that has

gone through my mind a number of

times since I first returned there in
2015 after a 52-year absence?

In many respects it is a perplexing question, in
others it is one that yields a self-evident truth: it
is home. However, the question about its special
nature remains. A second question, a corollary to
the first, also sits with me: why is it more ‘home’
to me than Australia after having lived here for 55
of my 68 years?

The answer, I think, in the experience of Malta
that is beyond an intellectual grasping of the is-
lands. There is a strong feeling that comes to me
when I think of Malta that always seems to feature
my grandmother. She was only a little woman
with those strange legs that seemed to rise from
the ground parallel to each other and disappear up
a long and rather shapeless black dress.

She always wore black. She always had a clean
smell about her that was the same smell as the big
block of ‘key soap’ (sapuna tac-cavetta) that she
always had in one of the wet areas, especially that
used for washing clothes. It was a particular smell
and I remember it well. In so many ways it was
the smell of Malta from my childhood.

What really interests me most is the strong sense
of familiarity that comes to me when this image
comes to my mind, both visually and in an olfac-
tory way. | so clearly remember my Nanna’s face
and her hair, lank, meticulously clean yet ironi-
cally uncared for.

She had far too many other ‘important’ things to
worry about than her appearance when bustling
around the house cleaning, tidying, cooking,
washing and performing all the other tasks which
kept her astonishingly busy given how tiny her up-
stairs semi-detached was.

I remember her lighting the primus stove: Methy-
lated spirits, kerosene, a match and pumping until
an angry blue flame roared its way into existence.
On that stove she cooked miraculous meals of
stewed rabbit and spaghetti. I still can’t quite work
out how she did it on the one burner but she did.
Maybe it’s my child’s memory.

However, this woman was an alchemist. She
could take relatively or apparently worthless or in-
significant things and turn them into articles of
great value. After having raised eleven children
and losing two it was inevitable that miracles were
an everyday event for her.

She was absolutely murderous on chickens. If
they were to be food for the family there was no
way that sentimentality would
get in the way of her kitchen
knife.

Woes betide anyone who, hor-
rified at the sight of the execu-
tion, uttered the words: ‘ja-
hasra!” (“poor thing”). She
would shout at them to stay
quiet because the bird would
not die if someone said that. Al-
though living without a head
always struck me, in my child-
ish innocence, as both theoreti-
cally and practically impos-
sible.

“continued on page 3

Grandma Carmena ('Me-

na') Borg and Nannu
Andrea ('Indri') 'll-puli-
zija' from Hamrun and
then Marsa

by ANDY BUSUTTIL

ANDY BUSUTTIL

was born in Malta but
left the island for Aus-
traliain 1964 as a 12-
year-old. He left Malta
after completing his
first year at St Augus-
tine’s College which, in
those days, was in
Tarxien.

Andy went on to
gather a number of
qualifications in social
sciences and education.
He became best known
for his music and his
band Skorba which has
presented a number of
concerts about Malta.

This is his story.

Nanna cooked miraculous meals on her primus stove
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Some of the old multicoloured buses that were so popular on Malta’s roads

[ remember
the infer-
minably long
evenings Vis-
ifing with my
parents
where we sat
for what
seemed like
hours listen-
ing fo sfory
after story,
falling asleep
with that
“death of
sleep’ that
ohly children
experience.

*from page 2

The other experience that will always live
deeply embedded in my memory was my grand-
father, after whom I (and most of my male
cousins!) was named. He had a pipe. He smoked
a home-grown tobacco leaf that he mixed with
a leaf from a grape vine. There were times when
he would celebrate the gift from my dad of a tin
of ‘MacBaren’s Plumcake’. It smelled just like
plum cake! However, much to my disgust when
one day I managed to find my way into it when
the tin was unattended, it tasted not at all like
plum cake! Ten year olds should never be left
alone with anything that smells like plum cake.

I remember the smell of the smouldering tobacco
in his pipe and that scraping sound that he used to
make when he was cleaning some of the ashes out
of the bowl and the top part of the stem. I remem-
ber his face etched with a thousand memories,
slender and kind. I remember his leathery hands
and how deft they were when making me a kite al-
ways in the colours of the Vatican, yellow and
white or making a ‘trabokk’ a trap designed to
snare small birds so he could put them in his aviary.

I remember being on the roof of their home
where he had a little workshop. He had a work-
bench in there with a selection of tools, always
the right tools, that he used so skilfully, pipe in
mouth, smoke curling up into his eyes, cap on
his head and leathery hands.

I remember the high-pitched calls of the street
vendors in the distant streets. They sold a variety
of products such as ‘bigilla’ a bean mash or
‘peanuts and nuts’. ‘Karawett u lewz’is a call I will
never forget. After many years I found I had that
voice and use it when I sing, always in a high pitch.

I remember the smell of the streets and the feel
of the uneven cobbles under my feet and the
clip-clop of horses’ hooves as they neatly trotted
along always hauling a small cart of some kind.
It was only in the city that they hauled people if
I remember correctly.

Memories that will
never leave me, and
neither do I ever
want them to

I remember the honey colour of the walls that
ran without break down the full length of the
street in Marsa where my grands lived, 7rig San-
Mikiel. Even the name makes me yearn to walk
along it again. I remember my mum sending me
to the corner shop to buy stock cubes that carried
either a picture of a chicken pecking or squatting.
Inevitably I was told to only come home with the
stock cubes ‘tat-tigiega tnaqqar’: the chicken
pecking. For some reason ‘fat-tigiega kokka’, the
chicken squatting would be out of favour.

I remember the interminably long evenings vis-
iting with my parents where we sat for what
seemed like hours listening to story after story,
falling asleep with that ‘death of sleep’ that only
children experience. Then having to get up with
legs that felt like they were about to fall off with
a huge fatigue and being forced to walk home.

Only a short walk often but sometimes we had
to go home by bus. Aah, the buses! Multi-
coloured they were with each colour telling you
where they were going. I remember in particular
the yellow buses. They were among those that
used to go through Marsa.

The smell and the feel of these buses that was
unlike any other bus that [ have ever been on, the
way they rocked and if you had a driver who was
a goer, the speed with which they travelled
through ridiculously narrow roads so late at night.

I remember the evening strolls from Marsa to
Hamrun and on towards Valetta usually stopping
at Bonaci’s to buy kannoli or a local bakery to
buy a dozen pastizzi to share between us. Stop-
ping off to buy a Kinnie while the old man drank
a Cisk. I remember our night-time strolls down
the waterfront at Msida or Ta-Xbiex.

I remember the boats rocking gently on the
black water, their lights casting a magical path-
way to the shore, one that you could imagine
walking on to get to the boat at the end. I re-
member the smell of the water and the fishermen
hoping to catch a meal of vopi or sparli to take
home with them.

I remember them dipping their fingers into foul
smelling jars to extract the contents to mix with
bread dough in the hope that some idiot fish
would take a liking to it and become a part of
the fisherman’s family.

I remember the peculiar sound of our language
being spoken everywhere on hot summer eve-
nings when everyone sat out on woven-cane-on-
wood-framed chairs.

I remember the funny little fans that looked like
woven cane flags being rotated back and forth
to try to bring some relief from the relentless
heat of summer. I remember the kind eyes and
the smiling faces of those who knew and loved
me and who [ knew and loved.

These are memories that, even after these many
years, never leave me and neither do I want
them to. These are memories that always sustain
me and make me so deeply aware of the fact that
you can take the boy out of Malta but you can
never take Malta out of the boy.
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Another service offered by The Voice of the Maltese providing legal information to our readers

are a number of elements that need

to be met. However, even if the
Will is expertly drafted, it will not be
executable if the person making the
Will does not have the requisite level
of mental capacity at the time that they
sign the document.

If you know someone who is making a
Will, or you are wondering about
whether a Will should not have been
made in the first place, you should pay
close attention to the explanation below.
But what is mental capacity?

There is no single legal definition of
“mental capacity” in New South Wales.
The rigour of the test is dependent upon
circumstances of each case and the type
of decision or transaction at hand.

This means that the criteria or level of
mental capacity required will differ be-
tween areas of the law. For example, a
Court or Tribunal may determine that a
person is incapable of managing their
own financial affairs, however they may
have the requisite capacity to make a
simple Will.

Further, mental capacity is fluid. It
changes over time, sometimes within
hours, or during different types of situa-
tions. Mental capacity does not neces-
sarily decline if there is an issue, and can
be regained, for example if a person is
treating their illness with medication.
In relation to the making of a Will, it is
largely accepted that the following must
be present if mental capacity is present
(Carr & Homersham (2018), re-stating
the principle in Banks & Goodfellow
(1870):
1. The person making a will :

a. needs to have the ability to under-

stand the nature of the act of making

a Will and its effects;

b. must understand the extent of the

property that the Will deals with;

In order to have a valid Will, there

Making a Will: Mental Capacity

by PaulSant

and

c. must also have the ability to under-
stand the moral claims of potential
beneficiaries (for example, spouse,
child, etc.).

2. The person making the will must not
be suffering from a condition that af-
fects their normal decision-making.

What are the warning bells
of lost capacity?

There are some common warning signs
that if present, should cause any exam-
iner to potentially get a medical expert
involved for a formal assessment.
These include:

1. difficulty with recall or memory
loss;
2. ongoing difficulty with communica-
tions;
3. lack of mental flexibility;
4. a client is accompanied by friends,
family or carers to interviews with the
solicitor but is not given the chance to
speak for themselves;
5. limited ability to interact with the
solicitor; or
6. limited ability to repeat advice to
the solicitor and ask key questions
about the issues.
How can you prove capacity?
There are a number of ways that capac-
ity can be proven. Where a will was
drafted with the assistance of a solici-
tor, that solicitor can give evidence in
the following forms:
1. By providing a recount of a conver-
sation had with the testator prior to the
singing of the will;
2. The production of a written ac-
knowledgement by the testator;
3. Video or audio recording evidence
made by the testator as at the time that

@
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the Will was made.

Evidence can also be found in state-
ments from friends and family who in-
teracted with the deceased at or around
the time that the will was made.

If there is concern about a person’s
mental capacity at the time of making
a Will, it is always a good idea to seek
a medical report about whether the tes-
tator is suffering from a condition and
how the condition impacts the testa-
tor’s decision making.

If the condition is particularly precar-
ious, you may wish to seek two inde-
pendent reports, to confirm the
findings and minimise the chances of a
challenge of the Will.

The existence of a condition, for ex-
ample dementia or bi-polar, does not
automatically mean that the person is
incapable of making a will. Instead,
the evidence should address the ques-
tion of how severe the condition is,
and whether it impacts the answer to
any of the questions outlined in the
test in Banks & Goodfellow (sum-
marised above).

Role of a Solicitor

Although solicitors do not have the
medical expertise to make a definitive
assessment regarding mental capacity,
their role is valuable as they often:

1. Make a preliminary assessment of
mental capacity. This is often carried
out by way of interview with the tes-
tator.

2. If the questioning result in a cause
for potential concern, a solicitor will
seek a formal evaluation of the testa-
tor’s mental capacity by a clinician
with expertise in cognitive capacity
assessment.

3. The solicitor is the person who
will make a final legal judgment
about mental capacity for the particu-
lar decision or transaction.

Assessing capacity is not always ob-
vious, and can be a subtle and com-
plex task.

If you wish to make a Will, you
should always contact a solicitor to as-
sist you.

We have provided you with an overview
of the topic above but you should consult
a professional for advice specific to your
circumstances.
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Claudia first Maltese ballerina tp

make it to YAGP finals

dia Santamaria would
be participating in the classical
ballet category of the Youth
America Grand Prix finals
(YAGP), the world’s largest in-
ternational student ballet com-
petition to be held in New
York.

Claudia has been shortlisted
for the event and would be
joining a slew of other hopefuls
from around the world vying
for a scholarship to one of the
world’s best dance schools. She
is the first student from Malta
to make it to the finals.

Brigitte Gauci Borda, the
girl’s ballet mistress has ex-
pressed great pride at her stu-
dent's brilliant achievement.
She described it as exciting
news! She also congratulated,
not just Claudia, but also Ms
Tatiana for her continuous

ome April, 11-year-old
Maltese ballerina Clau-

support and coaching.

Meanwhile, on a handmade
card that she attached to her
Facebook post, Claudia Santa-
maria extended her gratitude
to her mentor for having seen
her through to the finals. She
wrote: "I thank you loads for
preparing me and giving me
so many opportunities to shine
and do my best. After all, you,
Ms Brigitte, are the one wlgo
makes all my dreams come
true" she wrote.

Claudia qualified for the fi-
nals through her performance
of Variation from Paquita in
the YAGP2020 Paris Semifinals
held November 7-10 in Paris,
which she has described as
“one of the best experiences”
of her life.

Malta’s Young Talent Fund
and the Art Council’s National
Fund supported Claudia for
Artistic Excellence.
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The Cordina Family would like to wish you and your family a

Happy, Safe & Healthy 2020

We look forward to seeing you in the coming year.

Cordina Factory Outlet
Direct to the Public

Monday to Friday 7.00am - 3.30pm
Saturday 6.00am - 11.30am

104 Magowar Road, Girraween NSW 2145 Call: 02 9912 1752

A FAMILY
TRADITION

Full Range of Fresh and Frozen Poultry

« Daily specials

« 10% discount to Senior Card Holders (excluding already reduced items)
» Off-street parking with disabled access

104 Magowar Road, Girraween NSW 2145 Call: 02 9912 1752
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Australia Day 2020 commemorated
at a tough period and a heavy heart

orates the anniversary of the 1788 arrival of the First Fleet of British ships at Port Jackson, New

Each year on January 26, Australians celebrate Australia Day, the official national day that commem-

South Wales, and the razsmg of the Flag of Great Britain at Sydney Cove by Governor Arthur Phillip.

This is the only occasion
that we have before the im-
portant event to focus on
the day, which is a public
holiday. Comme-moration
is being held as the country
is going through a tough pe-
riod having been ravaged
by bushfires, and amid calls
for action on climate
change.

Though the significance of
the day differs amongst the
nation’s population, the
majority of Australians
consider this day with na-
tional pride. Ma-ny busi-
nesses and homes fly the
Australian flag and people
normally attend festivals,
fireworks, community and
sporting events or ga-
ther for family barbecues at
homes, parks or on the
beach.

The main festivities for
Australia Day always
occur on January 26. Many
people become citizens of
Australia on this Day at Citizenship Cere-
monies across the nation.

It is also the day that the Australian Gov-
ernment awards the Order of Australia to
selected Australians, which is ‘an Aus-
tralian society of honour for according
recognition to Australian citizens and
other persons for achievement or merito-
rious service’.

However, there is also a growing move-
ment of people that feel the holiday must

change date or theme on account of the ter-
rible impact of colonisation on indigenous
people — who called Australia home for tens
of thousands of years before European set-
tlers arrived nearly 232 years ago.

Under British rule in the 18th century,
Australia was initially intended as a penal
colony. England considered criminals to
be incapable of rehabilitation. Their
method of reprimand was to segregate
convicts from the general population.

Time: 4:00pm to 6:00pm
Entry & Parking Free
Light Refreshments

Wik
NSW

50VERNMENT

Multicultural
NSW

Australia Day Celebration

Organised by the
Maltese Community Council of NSW

Sunday 19th January 2020
Holroyd Function Centre
Waratah Room 17 Miller Street

Merrylands NSW
All welcome to join the Maltese community

celebrate Australia Day in their adopted country

In October 1786, Arthur
Phillip was appomted cap-
tain of the HMS Sirius. He
was assigned to transport
British convicts to the con-
tinent. His mission was to
establish an agricultural
work camp. After an eight-
month journey, the fleet
made up of 11 ships and
1,500 passengers, including
700 prisoners.

On 26 January 26, 1788
the First Fleet landed in
Sydney Cove. Between Jan-
uvary 18 and 20, the First
Fleet sailed into Botany Bay
to set up a penal colony. The
formal establishment of the
colony occurred two weeks
later on February 7.

In 1818, January 26 was
declared a legal holiday,
marking the 30th anniver-
sary of the British settle-
ment in Australia.

Australian of
the Year Awards

Each year on this occasion, an “Australian
of the Year” award ceremony takes place on
the lawns of Parliament House in Canberra.
The awards go to four individuals who have
made outstanding achievements. The award
categories are: Australian of the Year; Sen-
ior Australian of the Year; Young Australian
of the Year, and Australia’s Local Hero.

Other events are organised across the
country, especially at Sydney Harbour
Bridge where the Aboriginal and Aus-
tralian flags are raised.

Other events include an aerial display by
the Royal Australian Air For-ce, the Tall
Ships Race, the Australia Day Harbour Pa-
rade, a Regatta, and the thrilling annual
tradition of Australia Day Parade in Mel-
bourne.

Other attractive events are normally held
at The Parklands at South Bank in Bris-
bane, where fireworks cap off a day of
music, interactive art, and swimming.
While in Perth’s Langley Park is the site
of the state’s largest annual fireworks cel-
ebration.

On behalf of the readers of The Voice of
the Maltese magazine we wish all Aus-
tralians, a splendid day that could perhaps
make up somewhat for the heart-breaking
events of the past months resulting from
the bushfire crisis. As such, most probably,
not all celebrations planned would go
ahead, some might be cancelled.
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Kardinal Prospero Grech, Teologu

li halla legat

har il-Hamis li ghadda 9 ta’ Jannar fil-
NKatidral Metropolitan ta’ San Pawl fl-

Imdina, giet imqaddsa quddiesa pre-
senta cadavere ghal ruh il-Kardinal Malti
Prospero Grech li kien maghruf hafna bhala teo-
logu li miet fil-Vatikan nhar it-30 ta’ Dicembru
li ghadda, sitt ijiem biss wara li kien ghadu kif
ghalaq 1-94 sena. wara ndifen f]-oqbra tal-Prov-
in¢ja Agostinjana Maltija, fi¢-Cimiterju tal-Ad-
dolorata.

Qabel gisem il-Kardinal ingieb Malta, fit-2 ta’
Jannar kien diga sarlu I-funeral fil-Bazilika ta’
San Pietru fil-Belt tal-Vatikan li tmexxa mill-
Kardinal Giovanni Battista Re. Hawnhekk,
Malta kienet rapprezentata mill-President George
Vella u s-sinjura tieghu, u 1-Gvern Malti mill-
Ministru Carmelo Abela, filwaqt li 1-Arc¢isqof
Charles J. Scicluna u 1-Isqof Mario Grech irrap-
prezentaw lill-Knisja Maltija, u kienu fost il-
koncelebranti.

Il-quddiesa fl-Imdina giet i¢celebrata mill-

g I-Kardinal Prospero

¥ g Grech (xellug) f’laggha
: Mal-Papa Frangisku

Arc¢isqof Charles J. Scicluna li
mieghu, fost il-koncelebranti kellu
ghadd ta’ patrijiet mill-Ordni
Agostinjan 1i taghha [-Kardinal
Grech kien membru.

[l-quddiesa saret fil-prezeza tal-
oghla awtoritajiet Maltin, fosthom
il-President George Vella, il-Prim
Ministru Joseph Muscat, 1-Is-
peaker Anglu Farrugia u ghadd ta’
membri parlamentari miz-zewg
nahat tal-Kamra.

[I-Gvern iddikjara I-gurnata bhala
Jum ta’ Luttu, bil-bnadar nazzjon-
ali fuq bini pubbliku jittajjar
mezz’asta. F’nofsinhar indaqqet
mota funebri fil-knejjes kollha
f’Malta u Ghawdex.

Intant, fl-omelija waqt il-qud-
diesa tal-funeral fil-Vatikan, il-
Kardinal Giovanni Battista Re
fisser lil-Kardinal Grech bhala bniedem re-
ligjuz, ta’ spiritwalita profonda, li habb lill-
Knisja u I-hajja religjuza u li dejjem pogga
lil Alla fl-ewwel post f’hajtu.

Imbaghad fl-omelija fil-Katid-ral tal-
Imdina, I-Arcisqof qal: “Prospero kellu I-
gherftassew ta’min jaf li biex tkun gharef
trid titghallem”

Fl-istess jum ta’ gheluq sninu Prospero
Grech, it-tieni Kardinal Malti, kien ha
sehem fil-quddiesa ta’ lejlet il-Milied fil-
Bazilika ta’ San Pietru, mal-Papa
Frangisku.

Prospero, maghruf minn dawk li jafuh
bhala bhala bniedem ta’ gherf u ¢ajtier,
twieled f1-1925 fil-Birgu, imma ghal snin
twal ghex u baqa’ sakemm miet, mal-ko-
munita Agostinjana fil-Kullegg Internaz-
zjonali Agostinjan ta’ Santa Monika
f’Ruma.

Huwa kien inhatar Kardinal fl-eta ta’ 86
sena fit-18 ta’ Frar 2012 mill-Papa
Benedittu XVI. Meta hatru kien qal li

ritratti bl-isem ta’ 4 thing of
beauty is a joy forever li 1-Kar-
dinal, i kien ukoll dilettant
sew tal-fotografija u anke
studjaha, kien ha hu stess tul
70 sena.

[1-Hadd 5 ta’ Jannar kellu
jerga’ jzur Malta fuq stedina
tal-parro¢éa ta’ San Lawrenz
tal-Birgu biex imexxi I-bidu
tac-celebrazzjonijiet b’tifkira
tal-mitejn sena mindu I-par-
roc¢ca saret Kolleggjata.

I1-Kardinal Prospero kien
issicheb mal-Ordni tal-Agos-
tinjani f1-1943 fl-etd ta’ 29
sena. Gie ordnat sacerdot seba’

L-Aréisqof Charles Sciclunaijitiob * GG LSRG
fuq it-tebut tal-Kardinal Prospero [ uBicCEaBiitse

na - 1-is-
Fi Frar tas-S " mal-p fess alt[papa
ohra m t Augushnla"” li hall-
Mde”.ts kel laqgma ] mfdielu
Frangt lproSPeYO.Grec m qharfu
Kardm” ill- a’gt tal—istityt-

mi
fumplimerty l-fund .-
wte’ned i dwari:
i ghad. il-Pape 1
omeliji 1M etd, ad :
Meta ]J? slu. cef Sgﬂmucim%mﬂd]
forriefs tant &t
& apaci gh mel
nnominah ghax iddistingwa ruhu fl-im-
penn u s-servizz tieghu lill-Knisja.
Minhabba 1-eta tieghu ma kienx fost il-
kardinali eletturi li jivvutaw f’konklavi
ghall-hatra ta’ Papa gdid, imma qgabel beda
l-ahhar konklavi nghazel imexxi laqgha ta’
talb ghall-kardinali fil-Kappella Sistina.
[l-Kardinal Prospero kien izur Malta ta’
sikwit, 1-ahhar darba xahrejn ilu meta 1-
Uffi¢¢ju tal-President, organizza wirja ta’

Minn kmieni wera 1-gherf
tieghu. Kien baqa’ jistudja
kemm f’Oxford u wkoll Cambridge fl-In-
gilterra. Wara mar lura Ruma fejn serva
bhala espert fil-Kongregazzjoni ghad-Dut-
rina tal-Fidi u ghallem f’ghadd ta’ univer-
sitajiet konnessi mas-Santa Sede. Kiseb
ukoll id-dottorat fit-teologija mill-Univer-
sita Gregorjana ta’ Ruma u gie anke licen-
zjat fl-Iskrittura Mgqaddsa mill-Istitut
Pontifi¢ju Bibliku ta’ Ruma.

Tul hajtu nghata ghadd ta’ karigi impor-
tanti fil-knisja, fosthom professur tat-
teologija bibblika fl-Universita tal-Lateran.
F1-1984 gie mahtur mill-Papa Gwanni
Pawlu II bhala konsultur ghall-Kongregaz-
zjoni ghad-Duttrina tal-Fidi.

Hu serva lill-Knisja fil-Kummissjoni
Bibblika tas-Santa Sede u anke ghallem
f’diversi  universitajiet u istituti
prestiggjuzi f’Ruma.

F’Malta ghamel zmien Segretarju tal-
Provin¢ja Maltija Agostinjana u f’Jum ir-
Repubblika tal-2011, inghata l-unur ta’
Kumpann tal-Ordni Nazzjonali tal-Mertu.
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Ortnightiyimagazine!

This is a bi-lingual (in English
and Maltese) fortnightly mag-
azine that specifically targets
all Maltese living abroad with
emphasis on the Australian
and Maltese scenes.

The magazine can also be read in
flipbook format online. A pdf copy
is also sent via email on request.

If you require a printed copy we
can also oblige.
Editors:
Malta: Joseph Cutajar
Australia:
Lawrence Dimech: MOM,
OAM, JP
email address:
\maltesevoice@gmail.com

Letters for publication in The Voice
magazine, either in Maltese or English
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Your letters/ L-ittri taghkom ...

The proot is all there

Chris Muscat from Bowen Hills, Qld.
writes:

f any more proof was needed as to the
Iweight The Voice of the Maltese car-
ries and the credentials it has with the
authorities in both Australia and Malta,
then this was shown in the Special Christ-
mas issue, the last one for 2019.
To manage to have the President of
Malta, the Prime Ministers of Australia

Haters made into saints

George Farrugia from Alexandria NSW
writes:

Ireally hate it when somebody who does
so much harm to people in his lifetime
is depicted as some kind of saint. Though
I would never wish ill on anybody, not
even my worst enemies, I believe it right
that the evil that people do also lives after
them.

I do not wish to name any names myself
but perhaps most of the readers can find a
number of such examples. Even worse
than that the fact that people still living
who bore the brunt of the deceased could
be blamed for even mentioning the hurt
they suffered from such when they had
been continuously targeted throughout the
years.

The only consolation would be that peo-
ple with a good memory could, if they re-
ally want to, to recognise the truth from
the fiction that others, for reasons of their
own, want to nurture and to force down
people’s throats and make them forget.

How cruel that the real innocents are pun-
ished and the haters are elevated as heroes
or saints!

Malta has a habit of doing that.

Dr Hugh McDermott MP
State Member for Prospect

For issues concerning:

Ageing and disability - community

. Services -education - environ-
ment - health - housing - planning
- Police - transport - water

P: (02) 9756 4766
. E: prospect@parliament.nsw.gov.au
| 2/679 The Horsley Dr, Smithfield NSW 2164

and Malta, the Foreign Minister of Malta
and the Leader of the Opposition in Aus-
tralia, along with those of the respective
High Commissioners, was something to
be proud of.

I know of no other magazine or newspa-
per, in particular one that looks after the in-
terests of the Maltese Diaspora, especially
in Australia that has ever been so honoured.

There are a lot of newsletters, mostly run
by amateurs, flying around among the
Maltese in Australia but none of them en-
joys this much esteem from the people
who matter.

So no wonder that most of the members
of the Maltese community that I am ac-
quainted with are readers of this magazine
and regard it so highly. Even the fact that
SBS listens to you and that you have so
many distinguished correspondents is a
feather in your cap.

So please keep it up for the sake of us
readers. I really wish you the best for the
New Year and hope that you continue to
work for our causes.

Fejn huma r-rizorsi?

Tony Spiteri minn Brunswick, Victoria jik-
teb:

ulhadd jaf 1i I-Awstralja ghandna

temp tal-genn, b’gharghar fix-xitwa
u nirien bla kontroll fis-sajf. Din mhix xi
haga ta’ kultant imma regolari, ta’ kull
sena li tifni lilna li nghixu hawnhekk.

Ma nistax nithem kif I-awtoritajiet ta’ dan
il-kontinent vast u b’tant rizorsi mhumiex
kapaci jwiegbu ghal dawn id-dizastri b’ak-
tar effi¢jenza biex itaffu kemm jista’ jkun
it-tbatija lilna li nghixu hawn.

Fejn huma Il-ajruplani li jistghu jintuzaw
halli jassistu billi jitfghu miljuni ta’ ilma u
mhux biss dawk li naraw bhalissa?
Ghaliex il-militar ma jmurx hu jghin halli
itfi n-nar u mhux qisu jhalli t-tifi biss
f’idejn il-voluntieri?

Dawn id-dizastri mhumiex xi haga ta’
kull mitt sena izda jolqtuna kull sajf u kull
xitwa. Il-poplu jitlob iktar serjeta f’dawn
iz-zmienijiet ta’ tbatija u dulur.

Ghall-attenzjoni tal-qarrejja
II-qarrejja li jixtiequ juru l-fehmiet
taghhom dwar xi suggett huma mhegga
li ma jhallux ghall-ahhar. Indirizzaw /-
emails lil maltesevoice@gmail.com. L-ittri
ghall-pubblikazzjoni indikawhom:
Letters to the editor.
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Monument ta’ 7 7ewWg realt Jltf Ghzij nsielem

’Ghajnsielem, l-ewwel rahal li min izur Ghawdex jiltaqa’
mieghu ghad kif gie inawgurat mill-Ministru ghal

Ghawdex Justyne Caruana u s-sindku u kunsil-
lieri tal-post, monument u progett ta’ tarag li jzid iseb-
bah dan ir-rahal.

Minhabba l-pozizzjoni strategika tar-rahal, il-Ministru
qalet li dan jirrekjedi li jinZamm f’kundizzjoni ottimali,
ghalhekk il-ministeru qed jinvesti bis-shih fih kemm
fejn tidhol infrastruttura, u kemm fejn jidhlu attivita-
jiet, inizjattivi u progetti.

Fakkret kif fil-bagit diga habbret investiment ta’
€122,000 biex flimkien mal-parrocca ta’ Ghajnsielem
il-ministeru jaghmel il-progett tal-pjazza flimkien ma’
ghadd ta’ toroq.

Il-progett 1i ghadu kif sar hu dak primarju li minnu
nibtet l-idea tal-monument ispirat minn Zewg pjazez,
Pjazza 10 ta’ Dicembru u Pjazza Madonna Loreto.

[I-monument, b’Zewg figuri, ta’ mara u ragel bil-
qeghda fuq bank, jirrapprezenta Zewg realtajiet tal-
hajja socjali; dik li ghexu missirijietna ghexieren ta’
snin ilu, u dik 1i ged nghixu llum. Fil-parti 1-ohra tal-
monument hemm tfajla bil-mobile f’idejha, li tirrap-
prezenta s- socjeta ta’ bhalissa fejn l-avvanz
teknologiku bidel kompletament il-mod tal-komu-

L-ekonomija Maltija dgawdi b’€40m
minn produzzjoni rekord ta’21 film

Is-sena li ghad kif intemmet kienet wahda rekord
ghall-industrija tal-films f"Malta wara li 1-gzira ser-
viet biex inhadmu 21 film barrani li bejniethom hallew
madwar €40 miljun fl-ekonomija Maltija.

[l-kummissarju tal-films Johann Grech gie rrappurtat
jehid 1i dis-sena wkoll se tkun wahda tajba hafna, I-aktar
wara li l-kummissjoni se tniedi strategija gdida ghall-
ghaxar snin li gejjin.

Skont Grech, f1-2019 l-industrija lokali tal-films kienet
ferm impenjata u attirat ghadd ta’ produzzjonjiet li
ghalkemm ma kinux fost dawk maghrufa bhala block
busters, zammet I-industrija attiva. Dis-sena se
jinhadmu aktar films f’Malta, fosthom uhud kbar hatna.

Ghall-ghaxar snin 1i gejjin il-kummissjoni se tissokta
tibni fuq l-istrategija ta’ bhalissa, li hu mequs pass li
ghandu jissokta jibni u jsahhah is-settur tal-industrija
kreattiva. Fost it-tishih se jkun hemm ir-rinovazzjoni tat-
tankijiet u I-facilitajiet fil-Malta Film Studios fir-Rinella.

nikazzjoni.
[1- monument huwa xoghol tal-artist Ghawdxi Manuel Farrugia.

ROXBURGH PARK HOTEL

THE VERY BEST IN
INTERNATIONAL BUFFET

OPEN LUNCH & DINNER
7 DAYS A WEEK

SENIOR DISCOUNTS APPLY
MONDAY TO SATURDAY LUNCH
MONDAY TO FRIDAY DINNER

Become a memb:er
great discounts on
IT'S FREE TO JOIM!
SOMETHING FOR EVERYOMNE!

TION, BUS GROUPS AVAILABLE

Cnr Somerton
& Pascoe Vale Rds,
Roxburgh Park Victoria 3064

Ph: (03) 9305 2900

www.roxburghparkhotel.com.au
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Perspettiva

il-granet tal-Milied il-
Ffamilj a tieghi kienet fir-

regjun ta’ East Gipps-
land ta’ Victoria. Ghamilna
jumejn ikkampjati f’Genoa,
ftit ‘il barra mit-triq li taghti
ghall-villagg pittoresk ta’ Mallacoota, li apparti l-isbuhija tax-
xatt u l-ambjent naturali tieghu, huwa wiehed mill-postijiet li
konna mohhna mistrieh li nistghu nisimghu quddiesa hemmhekk
fil-jum tat-twelid ta’ Sidna Gesu Kristu.

Dan ghaliex fl-inhawi, il-knejjes huma niexfin qoxqox dags il-
bqija tal-kontinent, ghax trid taghmel weghda biex issib wahda,
ta’ liema denominazzjoni tkun.

Fil-fatt, f’Mallacoota hemm knisja wahda, dik ta’ St Peter, li
hija kooperazzjoni bejn il-Uniting Church of Australia u 1-Knisja
Anglikana. Din is-sena kellna sorpriza sabiha, ghax il-quddiesa
tqaddset minn qassis mara. Biex nghid id-dritt, il-format kien
kwazi identiku ghal dak li mdorri bih fil-knejjes Kattoli¢i, u ghal-
hekk ma hassejtni xejn barra minn posti.

[l-quddiesa ghamlitha pjuttost informali, u kellha I-priedka, nat-
uralment madwar it-twelid tal-Bambin, helwa u interessanti, bl-
ghajnuna ta’ prezentazzjoni u animazzjoni. Wara, il- kongregaz-
zjoni kienu mistiedna ghal festin zghir fejn kellna I- -opportunita
li nsiru nafu ftit dwar il-komunita zghira ta’ voluntiera
t’hemmbhekk.

Gieli nsibu ruhna f’din is-sitwazzjoni, fejn li nkunu nistghu
nisimghu quddiesa, jew nippartecipaw f’servizz, jiddependi fuq
id-denominazzjoni Nisranija li jirnexxielna nsibu fil-post
imwarrab li nkunu fih. Darba minnhom snin ilu lanqgas biss sibna
servizz nisrani, imma servizz ekumeniku li kien miftuh ghal kull
religjon.

[1-Knisja Kattolika ghandha Ligi Kanon-
ika 844 li tippermetti bhala e¢¢ezzjoni taht
diversi kundizzjonijiet li Kattoliku jircievi
xi sagramenti inkluzi l-ewkaristija minn
ministri mhux Kattoli¢i fejn is-sagramenti
jkunu validi, meta ministri Kattoli¢ci ma
jkunx possibbli li jigu avvicinati.
Madankollu I-fatt li t-tqaddis sar minn
mara, li 1-Knisja taghna ma tapprovax u
langas ma tapprova l-ordinazzjonijiet An-
glikani, aktarx li jaghmel din 1-e¢¢ezzjoni
mhux applikabbli.

Ikolli ngharraf li ma tantx tlift irqad bl-
ghali.

Li tellifni l-irqad u tani nkwiet mhux
hazin kienet ir-riha persistenti u ¢-¢par ta’
duhhan li kellna matul il-gita taghna,
ghalkemm nar dirett qatt ma rajna. Wara li
hallejna 1il Mallacoota, komplejna nik-
kampjaw mal-kosta ta’ East Gippsland
sakemm kellna nitilqu bil-biza’ ta’ nirien
f’kamp minnhom magenb Lake Tayers.

ged jigu evak

Mallacoota

A version of this series in kitba ta’
English may be found in

the author's blog at: IVAN [P
https://ivancauchi. CAUCHI >
blogspot.com

Kien b’soghba kbira nsiru
nafu wara li n-nar hebb ukoll
ghall-villagg ta’ Mallacoota,
u sakemm qieghed nikteb,
ghad hemm hafna nies
maqgbudin f’dan il-villagg,
qrib tax-xatt biex jaharbu min-nirien, ma jistghux johorgu mill-
unika triq li minn Mallacoota tghaddi ghal Genoa.

Haga straordinarja kienet li naqraw li bastimenti mill-flotta
navali Awstraljana kellha tintuza biex tevakwa lin-nies lokali u
turisti mill-post, operazzjoni li ghadha ghaddejja s’issa.

Nista’ biss nimmagina dik il-foresta folta int u ssuq lejn Malla-
coota fuq triq dejqa ddur ‘1 hawn u ‘1 hemm, min jaf x’baqa’
minnha. Qrajt dwar nies li semghu lill-koalas iwerzqu waqt i s-
sigar li kienu fughom hadu n-nar u nharqu hajjin. Orribbli ghall-
ahhar.

Ta’ dieqa wkoll li f’dan l-infern ta’ miljuni ta’ ettari f’mijiet ta’
huggiegi, mietu xi nies ukoll, kemm dawk involuti fit-tifi tan-nar
u kemm nies tal-post, u ntilfu aktarx mijiet ta’ residenzi u strutturi
ohra.

Iktar ta’ dieqa hu li I-istorja ghadha ma spi¢catx, u huma mis-
tennija jiem ohra ta’ temperaturi gholjin u riskji godda jew imk-
abbra.

Nahseb ukoll fil-kongregazzjoni ta’ Mallacoota li ltqajt maghha
f’jum il-Milied dakinhar, fejn frahna flimkien bil-migja ta’ Gesu
minkejja d-differenzi formali tad-denominazzjonijiet taghna.

Kien hemm familji bit-tfal, nies anzjani u ohrajn, uhud minnhom
kellimnihom u trejjaqna flimkien. Nahseb fihom, fil-qassis mara
li mexxiet lill-komunita Nisranija hemm migbura fit-talb, fil-
knisja ¢kejkna 1i lagghatna dakinhar.

Nitlob ghalihom ilkoll.

Nles ] #qald 4Mallacoota

Streets, Blacktown NSW

Breakaway Travel
BlacKktown

website: www.breakawaytravel.com.au

Breakaway Travel 94 corner of Main & Campbell

«eee fOP all your travel needs.

Tel (02) 9622 7799

blacktown@breakaway-
travel.com.au
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L-Istrina fl-imghoddi

- okkazjoni li t-tfal kienu jistennewha bil-herqa

li issa ilu jsir is-snin, 1-okkazjoni tal-ghada tal-Milied,

il-gabra i tigi trasmessa minn fu% ull stazzjon tat-
televizjoni f"Malta b’risq il- Community Chest Fund, li kull
sena ssir taht l-awspici tal-President ta’” Malta. Din hija
tnedija ta” kampanja, mhux biss ta’ gbir, izda wkoll ta’ sofi—
darjeta ma” dawk fi jkunu jinhtiegu l-ghajnuna, l-aktar dik
medika, u xi htigijiet ohra marbuta ma’ mard serju.

Din l-okkazjoni tghaqqad lil Malta u kull sena jsiru appelli
herqana, mhux biss minn min ikun President, din id-darba,
fis-26 ta” Dicembru li ghadda ghall-ewwel darba mill-E.T.
Dr George Vella, imma wkoll mill-politi¢i. Din I-istrina, issa
maghrufa bhala Festa ta” Solidarjetd kif sirna nafuha, ghad-
diet u tulha ngabret is-somma sabiha ta’ €6,220,000.

D az-zmien meta wiehed isemmi I-Istrina jiftakar {’dak

Fl-imghoddi I-Istrina ma
kinetx issir b’dan il-mod ...
ghalkemm kienet ukoll
marbuta mal-gbir tal-flus —
izda dak kien gbir ghat-
tfal. L-okkazjoni kienet
marbuta mal-ewwel jum
tas-sena, fil-bidu ta’ sena
gdida.

Nimmagina li ghad hawn
hafna mill-qarrejja, fosthom
dawk li ghazlu li hajjithom
jghixuha barra minn Malta,
bhala emigranti, li jif-
takruha l-aktar dawk ta”il
fuq minn 60 sena.

Fl-imghoddi t-tfal kollha
taz-zewg gzejjer kienu jis-
tennew din l-istrina b"herqa
kbira. Ir-raguni kienet minhabba li f’dan il-jum ta’ bidu ta’
sena gdida, it-tfal kienu jinghataw xi haga mqar zghira tal-
flus minghand il-girien, minghand iz-zijiet, in-nanniet u
migghand dawk li forsi matul is-sena jkunu ghamlulhom xi

adi.

a L-istrina kienet ir-rigal fi flus tat-tfal, li kien _l—ghors
taghhom li jimlew il-bott (speci t’ karus) bi¢-¢ekeik. General-
ment dak iz-zmien ma tantx kien hawn flus x’jitqassmu, al-
lura ghat-tfal, il-ftit li kienu jaqilghu kien bhal manna
fid-dezert.

Id-drawwa li t-tfal jinghataw ir-rigali ta” gugarelli u htigijiet
ohra ghall-Milied kienet ghadha "l boghod. Din dahlet fil-
gzejjer taghna bil-mod il-mod u 1-okkazjoni tbiddlet. Illum
il-gurnata r-rigali jinghataw ghal zmien il-Milied, u hadu
post I-Istrina ta” dari marbuta mal-Ewwel tas-Sena.

Dari t-tfal fl-Istrina kienu jqumu kmieni, imorru f'xi knisja
halli f’dak il-jum jghinu I-quddies kemm jista’ jkun. Ir-raguni
kienet li wara l-quddies, il-qassis kien jaghtthom dik 1x-xi
haga tal-istrina. Kien zmien li fix tassew li kull sold jghodd.

Is-sagristani wkoll kienu jaghtu dik ix-xi haga zghira lil
dawk it-tfal li jkunu jmorru jgibu l-ostji minghand is-sorijiet,
jew lil dawk li ta” kuljum kienu jmorru f'xi ?orn biex igibu I-
faham ghac-censier, jew lil dawk li kienu jghinuhom jigbru
s—si%gijiet.

Lilhom ukoll kienet tinghatalhom xi haga zghira strina, kif
ukoll kienet tinghata lil dawk li jdoqqu l-qniepen, 1-aktar
dawk li kienu jduqquhom filghodu kmieni.

Drawwa ohra {’xi rhula kienet tkun li ssir gabra fil-quddies
kollu tal-knisja u dak li jingabar jinghata rigal (strina) lis-
sagristan. Veru li s-sagristan kien jithallas matul is-sena
imma dik tal-istrina kienet tkun bhal speci ta’ bonus.

Hafna mill-girien tista’ tghid li lkoll kienu jaghtu dik ix-xi
haga zghira lit-tfal tat-triq. Kien hemm min jaghti sitta u min

sold (fi flus antiki) ... natu-
ralment kulhadd kemm
kien ikun jista’ jew ahjar
skont kemm tghidlu qalbu.

Naturalment kont issib
ukoll xi whud b’idejhom
iebsa mat-tfal anke f’dan il-
jum tal-Istrina. Ghalhekk,
mhux darba jew tnejn it-
tfal kienu jimtlew bif—buli
ghax wara xi sena qadi,
dak li jkun ma jkunx
dahhal idejh fil-but fl-Ist-
rina. Hafna tfal kienu jif-
takruha din, u kienu
jpattuhielhom fis-sena ta’
wara.

Lit-tfal l-istrina kienet
tinghatalhom ukoll minn tal-merc¢a, tal-laham, tal-haxix ...
insomma minn dawk is-sidien tal-hwienet li ta’ spiss it-tfal
kienu jmorru jixtru minghandhom il-htigijiet tad-dar. Dawk
li ma kinux jehduha fil-jum taghha, kienet tinghatalhom 1-
ghada. Dawn is-sidien tal-hwienet kienu jghidu lit-tfal,
“Hawn xi haga tal-istrina ghax ghadni ma tajtek xejn.”

Ghajnejn it-tfal kienu jleqqu bil-ferh u kienu jibqghu obbli-

ati s-sena kollha. Hemm kienu jaghzlu biex imorru jixtru —
“ghax dak tani l-istrina”.

Ghall-Istrina min jaf kemm it-tfal kienu jikkalkulaw minn
qabel kemm se jaqli)fghu u fiex kienu se jonfqu I-flus li jahsbu
i se jdahhlu. Il-bniet jahsbu ghal xi pupa b’ghajnejha
jiccaqgilqu u meta taqlibha wiccha ‘1 isfel tghid mama u jew
taglibha wiccha 'l fuq tghid papa.

Min-naha tas-subien d%lettanti tal-knejjes kienu jmorru jix-
tru affarijiet ghall-knisja; min xi vara tat-tafal bhal appostli,
min xi sett gandlieri, xi fjuretti bil-vazuni u oggetti ohra
marbuta mal-knejjes zghar u helwin li kienu jaghmlu t-tfal
taghna fid-djar taghhom.

Ohrajn kienu jmorru jixtru xi ballun halli jkollhom biex ji-
laghbu fit-toroq taghna 1i f’dawk iz-zminijiet kienu ghad-
hom battala mit-traffiku li tara llum, u xi mudell igﬁir ta’
karozza.

Tfal ohra li forsi kienu aktar fil-bzonn u li f’dawk iz-zmini-
jiet konna nsejhulhom tfal fogra kienu jonfqu l-istrina f'helu
li matul is-sena ftit li xejn kienu jduqu. Ohrajn jaghtuhom
lill-genituri halli bil-flus li jinghatawlhom I]—omm kienet
izzid xi haga maghhom u tixtrilhom xi zarbun, jew xi hwej-
jeg X'jilbsu.

Din kienet l-istrina tat-tfal ta’ dari. Filghodu kulhadd jigri
minn hemm ghal hawn, jara li I-bott ged jimtela mhux hazin
ujara li ma halla lil hadd barra. F'dak il-jum kien jara li jmur
jaghmel dik id-daqgsxejn ta” xirja.
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P Roundup of News About Malta =

n Mon-
day (Jan-
uary 13),

Robert Abela, a
42-year-old
lawyer by pro-
fession, was
sworn in as Malta's
eighth Prime Minis-
ter since Independ-
ence in 1964 and the .
14th since self-gov- .
ernment in 1921. He E

claimed the position
automatically after
winning the election
for the Leadership
of the Labour Party
early on Sunday
morning, beating
Chris Fearne in a
race which he had
begun as an under-
dog.

The swearing in
ceremony at the pal-
ace in Valletta was
presided by Presi-
dent George Vella,
in the presence of
Abela’s family, cab-
inet ministers and
friends. Afterwards he walked to his PM office in Castille amidst
the greetings of the people.

He succeeds Jo-seph Muscat who announced his resignation last
December and left the office as PM and LP Leader on Sunday.

Dr Abela beat his rival by securing 9.342 votes, equivalent to
57.9 per cent of the votes cast. Dr Chris Fearne obtained 6,798,
or 42.1%, of the votes in what is being described as one of the
biggest upsets in contemporary political history.

Robert, born June 22, 1977 is married to Lydia, the secretary of
the Labour Party executive committee. They have a seven-year-
old daughter, Giorgia Mae. He is the son of former President
Emeritus George Abela who himself had also run for the Labour
Party leadership and lost to Joseph Muscat in 2008.

Robert has been in Parliament for less than three years. He had
been elected to the House of Representatives in the June 2017
General Election after contesting for the first time the sixth dis-
trict, that included Siggiewi, Luqa and Qormi. He became a legal
consultant to former Prime Minister Joseph Muscat's cabinet, but
never occupied a Cabinet post.

Valid

16,140

ELEZZJONI

MEXXE])

Invalid

76

0.47%

Counted

,216

Chris Fearne

6,798

Robert Abela

. 9,342

+2,544

+15.8%

The final verdict at the end
of the counting of votes
early Sunday morni

Robert Abela is sworn in as
Malta's new Prime Minister

Dr Robert Abela atthe swearing in ceremony
presided by President George Abela

On November
28 last year he

had claimed that
the Labour
Party  would
need deep-

rooted changes
rather than superfi-
cial ones, and only
announced that he
would be running
for the Labour Party
leadership and auto-
matic Premiership
early in the New
Year. His meteoric
rise took less than
three years to
achieve.

He focussed his
campaign on social
housing, free medi-
cines for the elderly,
cracking down on
cheap labour mi-
grant workers and
better employment
conditions for blue-
collar workers.

Speaking for the
first time after win-
ning the race, early
Sunday morning (at about 1.45 a.m.) with wife Lydia beside him,
Robert Abela said, “I am humbled. I thank my friend Chris
(Fearne the other contestant) and look forward to working to-
gether for the good of the party and country.

“There is only one winner today, the Labour Party. Now we
must work hard to unite the country”.

Addressing the crowd, he said, "Let's get to work.”

Voting among the Labour Party faithful was held on Saturday
among just over 17,500 paid-up Labour Party members who were
eligible to vote for either Cabinet adviser Robert Abela or Deputy
Prime Minister Chris Fearne to take over from outgoing Prime Min-
ister Joseph. There was a very high turnout of around 92.5 per cent

The party election was the second consecutive Labour Party
leadership race to feature a member of the Abela family. In 2008,
Joseph Muscat beat Robert’s father George for the position post.

On Sunday afternoon, at the closure of the 2020 Congress at the
Corradino Sports Complex that officially declared him the winner
of the leadership race, Dr Abela delivered his first official speech.

He told party supporters: “From now on I do not want to hear
of Chris’s people, or Robert’s people. We are all children of the
same party.” He also thanked Fearne for his role in the race. He
said Dr Fearne had called him in the morning to congratulate him
and to pledge his loyalty.

He stressed on continuity, suggesting he would fulfil Labour’s
electoral mandate. “I will continue the project started by Joseph
Muscat. This will be a party open for everyone,” he said.

At the end of the day, after Robert Abela’s swearing in Monday,
regardless of their personal preferences, the Parliamentary group
has pledged to back the new leader to the hilt. “We will all be
gas-down behind the new leader, because that is what the party
and the country deserve,” Parliamentary whip Byron Camilleri
said.

In his first public statement one day after the contest, Chris
Fearne pledged loyalty to the Labour Party and its values. He also
thanked the “thousands” who had voted for him.

Outgoing Prime Minister Joseph Muscat said he would be
“proud to be handing over the office of Prime Minister to
Robert.”

Pz
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B Roundup of News About Malta ™

Fitch affirms Malta’s A+ rating

itch Agency has affirmed
FMalta’s A+ rating with positive

outlook in its credit rating report,
a decision that has been welcomed by
the Ministry for Finance as reflecting
that Malta’s institutions are considered
stronger than the majority of similarly
rated countries.

The positive outlook reflects Fitch’s
expectation of sustained high eco-
nomic growth from diverse sources in
the medium term. As a result, it ex-
pects Malta’s per capita income to con-
tinue converging to the EU average in
the coming years.

Malta also outperformed the ‘A’ median
on the World Bank human development
and governance indicators. Fitch ac-
knowledges that the government guaran-
tees are on a clear downward trend. It
expects Malta to con-tinue upholding its
fiscal rules targeting a balanced budget
in structural terms and ensuring that ex-
penditure growth does not exceed the
economy'’s potential growth rate.

Despite the strong economic growth
enjoyed by the Maltese economy, Fitch
notes that there has been little evidence
of overheating. Indeed, it forecasts in-
flation to remain below the 2% thresh-
old this year and the next.

The agency further acknowledges re-
cent efforts to strengthen supervisory and
regulatory institutions. It commends the
recent increase in the FIAU and MFSA
budget, as well as the new supervisory
procedures introduced in July.

The credit rating agency also notes
that financial soundness indicators are
strong and improving.

On the external side, the credit rating
report expects Malta’s current account
balance to remain in surplus despite
the Eurozone slowdown.

Finance Minister Edward Scicluna
said, “I am pleased to note that Fitch
has acknowledged our policies to sus-
tain growth by diversifying the Mal-
tese economy as well as our sound and
prudent management of public finance.

v don’t own it. You're just wa
\ding it, nurturing it, to hand
ext generation in as goc

y as possible.” ﬁ
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Ministers Chris Fearne and Justyn Caruana

In favour of family
businesses in Gozo

t an information session on initiatives in favour

of family businesses held jointly between the
Family Business Office, the Ministry for Gozo and
the Gozo Business Chamber that was attended by,
among others, Minister of Health Chris Fearne and
the Minister for Gozo Justyne Caruana, Fearne
stressed the importance of small enterprises that are
family owned.

He said that the government is committed to con-
tinue to assist these business entities’ progress, and
highlighted their importance for the national econ-
omy, and the need to continue providing them with
the required assistance, so that they are able to com-
pete on a level playing field with larger business en-
tities, which leads to a more sustainable economy.

Minister Justyne Caruana on her part pointed out
that the opening of a branch of the Family Business
Office in Gozo is only one of the initiatives being
undertaken to continue to enhance the Gozitan
economy.

She said that other initiatives currently in the
pipeline also include incentives for companies to
relocate to Gozo, initiatives to attract private com-
panies’ back office work to Gozo, and also initia-
tives to incentivise companies, enabling them to
provide teleworking to Gozitan employees.

40 cultural events in Valletta in 2020

uring this year Malta’s capital, Valletta would

be hosting over 40 large cultural events that
would include the participation of about 300
artists. Two of the main events would be, “Belt il-
Beltin” on Valletta Day in Pjazza San Gorg and
the Valletta Pageant of The Seas on June 7.

The signing by Walter HaBmann (left) and Prof, Godfrey Pirotta

Further German investment in MEDAC

An agreement that should see further investment by Germany
in the Mediterranean Academy of Diplomatic Studies has
been signed in Valletta between Ambassador Walter HaBmann,
on behalf of the Federal Foreign Office of Germany, and Profes-
sor Godfrey Pirotta, Chairperson of the Academy.

The agreement would also see the continuation of a German
Chairperson for Peace Studies and Conflict Prevention at MEDAC,
confirming Germany’s interest in the Mediterranean Region.

The agreement was signed in the presence of Minister for For-
eign Affairs and Trade Promotion Carmelo Abela who said that
in the last 30 years of the MEDAC establishment, students from

31 countries (35% from Europe, 23% from North Africa and 25%
from the Middle East) have benefitted from scholarships on offer.

The Minister said that this affirms the importance of MEDAC
in training diplomats, not just for Malta, but also for countries in
the Mediterranean and beyond. Today, many alumni now occupy
high positions in national governments and regional, as well as
international, institutions.

It also shows that both Malta and Germany recognize the vital
importance of the region, especially with regards to the latest po-
litical developments and the need for strong, cooperative Euro-
Mediterranean relations.
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minn Guze Camilleri
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Joseph Muscat: ‘Ma jiddispjacini

....,

xejn li ddedikajt hajti ghall-pajjiz

ekk kif temm

hidmietu bhala

Prim Ministru,

pozizzjoni li
kien ilu jokkupa ghal sitt
snin u disa’ xhur, u wkoll
Mexxej tal-Partit Laburista
ghal madwar 12-il sena,
Joseph Muscat ghamel id-
diskors tal-ahhar lill-Kun-
gress tal-partit fejn beda
biex ta hajr lil dawk kollha
li kienu mieghu tul il-vjagg
sa minn meta nghata I-
inkarigu I-karigi.

Kif dahal fil-padiljun tal-
isports ta’ Kordin flimkien
ma’ martu Michelle u
wliedu, Joseph Muscat sel-
lem lill-kontestanti ghall-
kariga ta’ mexxej Laburista,
Robert Abela u Chris
Fearne.

Imbaghad minn kmieni
fid-diskors assigura lill-folla emozzjonata
li honqot il-padiljun b hafna min-nies bid-
dmugh igelben fuq haddejhom, li minkejja
li rrizenja mill-karigi xorta se jibga’ mal-
Partit Laburista. Ghall-kumplament tal-
legislatura, ghalkemm mhux se jkun fuq
quddiem se jibga’ fil-Parlament. Minghajr
xkiel ta’ elezzjonijiet, se jinvolvi ruhu
f’zewg oqsma li huma ferm ghal qalbu, il-
libertajiet ¢ivili u I-qasam sportiv.

Fid-diskors imqangqal tieghu I-Prim Min-
istru semma kif meta ta’ 34 sena nghata 1-
inkarigu, kien hemm min thasseb setax
iwettaq dak li kien wieghed. Mill-ewwel
kien qal li se jirbah ghax kien determinat.
L-avversarji li llum qged jifirhu li rrizenja,
ma jistghux jghidu 1i rebhulu jew li rebhu
lill-partit immexxi minnu ghax irnexxielu
jwassal lill-pajjiz fejn wieghed, qal.

Tkellem dwar il-kisbiet pozittivi li ghamel

' Joseph Muscat flimkien ma’ martu®.

i\ Michelle u wliedu Etoile u Soleil fi tmiem
| I-ahhar diskors)tieghu bhala Prim Min-
| istru u mexxej tal-Partit Laburista

Appell biex il-PL ma jhalli qatt li I-firda
u lI-mibgheda jirbhu fuq l-imhabba

il-pajjiz taht it-tmexxija tieghu u s-sodisfaz-
zjon li jaqsam mumenti mill-isbah ma'
dawk 1i kkuntattjawh biex jghidulu bid-dif-
ferenza li kienu ghamlu fhajjithom per-
mezz tar-riformi introdotti fl-ahhar snin.

Qal li ghandu d-dispjaciri tieghu u li anke
jekk kellu jhallas bl-akbar prezz politiku,
huwa kburi li offra hajtu ghall-poplu biex
iservi f'din il-kariga.

Joseph Muscat appella biex il-Partit
Laburista ma jhalli qatt li 1-firda u I-
mibeghda jirbhu fuq l-imhabba.

Qal 1i hu I-ewwel wiehed li jitlob skuza
ghall-izbalji li saru ghax qal 1i fl-ahhar
mill-ahhar hu kien responsabbli ta’ kollox.
Joseph Muscat qal li wegga’ hu wkoll, u

While visiting Malta Stay at:

The Diplomat Hotel,
173 Tower Road Sliema

aiI: sales@diplomat.com.mt

x’hin beda jara li
ma setax jassigura
l-pozittivita dde-
cieda 1i jhalli
f’idejn haddiehor
ghax ma jrid lil
hadd jirkeb fuq I-

ghaqda.
Joseph Muscat is-
sokta jghid i

minkejja l-appogg
unanimu tal-grupp
Parlamentari, u 1-
maggoranza asso-
luta tal-poplu, ha
decizjoni li hass li
kienet fl-interess
tal-pajjiz. “Idde-
dikajt hajti ghal
dan il-pajjiz u ma
jiddispjacinix.”

Joseph Muscat
qal li meta’ f1-2013
nghata I-fidu¢ja
tal-poplu kien sab
Gvern b’deficit ta’
€250 miljun u
12,000 persuna
tiddependi mill-assistenza socjali. Sab
ukoll familji li kellhom jahdmu iktar u
jaqilghu inqas.

Qal li kien il-Gvern tieghu li wara kwart
ta’ seklu zied il-paga minima, u anke was-
sal biex persuni b’dizabbilita li kienu d-
dar, issa qed jahdmu. Huwa heggeg
lill-Prim Ministru ta’ warajh biex jibqga’
jiehu hsieb I-anzjani tal-pajjiz.

Muscat qal li riforma li beda u jiddispjacih
li m’ghalaqx hi r-rapprezentanza ta’ izjed
nisa f’kull livell tas-so¢jeta, u jrid li jitnehha
l-privilegg parlamentari halli kulhadd ikun
responsabbli ta’ ghemilu u ta’ kliemu.

Fost id-dispjaciri tieghu hemm li kien fi
zmienu li sehh il-qtil ta” Daphne Caruana
Galizia. Sostna li hallas I-ikbar prezz poli-
tiku biex jissolva dan il-kaz, imma kuntent
li kien ukoll tahtu bhala Prim Ministru li
ngabdu l-allegati qattiela u I-mandatarju.

Joseph Muscat temm billi irringrazzja lil
martu Michelle 1i, qal kienet is-sinsla tie-
ghu spec¢jalment meta kien dghajjef. Ta
wkoll hajr lill-genituri tieghu li “f’dawn
is-snin inkwetaw hafna” ghalih. Fuq kol-
lox irringrazzja wkoll lit-tewmin tieghu
Etoile u Soleil 1i, qal, trabbew sodi hafna.

Joseph Muscat qal li ma jiddispjacih xejn
ta’ dawn is-snin kollha ta’ hidma u temm
kif beda meta kien lahaq Prim Ministru,
bil-kelma ‘Inhobbkom’.
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Skont stharrig tal-Ewrobarometru ...

minn Guze Camilleri

2 Mix-xena tal-hajja Maltija ;&8

II-Maltin b’fiducja b’sahhitha fil-Gvern

familji Maltin ghandhom fidu¢ja

b’sahhitha fil-Gvern, u ferm aktar
milli ghandhom ¢ittadini f’pajjizi ohra tal-
Unjoni Ewropea.

Dan l-istharrig jindika li 51% tal-poplu
jafdaw fil-Gvern, kontra 1-34% fil-bqija
tal-Unjoni Ewropea.

Qabel il-bidla fl-amministrazzjoni fl-
2013, il-fidu¢ja fil-Gvern kienet tlahhaq
biss 1-34%. Barra minnhekk il-proporzjon
ta’ Maltin u Ghawdxin li ma jafdawx illl-
Gvern huwa t-tielet I-inqas madwar 1-Un-
joni Ewropea.

B’kuntrast I-Ewrobarometru jindika li 1-
fiducja tal-poplu fil-gazzetti nagset ghal
28% biss, li hu l-inqas livell ta’ fidu¢ja
wara dak fl-Ingilterra.

Mhux hekk biss, imma Malta hija wiehed
mill-ftit pajjizi fl-Unjoni Ewropea fejn il-
maggoranza ta’ dawk intervistati jemmnu
li I-pajjiz sejjer f’direzzjoni tajba. Instab li
39% ta’ dawk intervistati jsostnu li l-affar-
ijiet f’Malta sejrin fid-direzzjoni t-tajba,
kuntrarju ghar-rata medja ta’ 31% madwar
il-pajjizi tal-Unjoni Ewropea.

Ta’ min jinnota li kienu biss 29% ta’
dawk intervistati li sostnew li 1-pajjiz sej-
jer fid-direzzjoni 1-hazina. F’Novembru
2012 il-proporzjon kien ta’ 46%. Madwar
1-Unjoni Ewropea 56% ihossu li I-affarijiet
sejrin f’direzzjoni hazina.

Instab ukoll li filwaqt 1i madwar 1-Unjoni
Ewropea huma 47% 1i jhossu i I-
ekonomija sejra tajjeb, f’Malta huma il
81% ta’ dawk intervistati li jsostnu i I-
ekonomija sejra tajjeb.

L-ottimizmu eko-nomiku li hawn f’Malta
hu kwazi d-doppju ta’ dak fl-istharrig li
kien sar qabel il-bidla fil-Gvern f1-2013.

Aktar min-nofs il-Maltin intervistati dak-

S tharrig tal-Ewrobarometru wera li 1-

inhar hassew li 1-ekonomija kienet sejra
hazin. Illum dan il-proporzjon naqas ghal
12%. Apparagun, fl-Unjoni Ewropea
bhalissa huma 50% li jhossu li I-
ekonomija sejra hazin.

Fl-istharrig issokta jirrizulta li I-qaghda fi-
nanzjarja ta’ 82% tal-familji f’Malta hija
tajba, filwaqt li 77% tal-Maltin jemmnu li
I-qasam tal-impjiegi sejjer tajjeb.

Fejn ghandha x’-

hawn l-inqas rata ta’ biza’ dwar il-qghad
fost il-familji minn fost il-pajjizi kollha
tal-Unjoni Ewropea.

Ir-rizultati tal-Ewrobarometru juru ottim-
izmu u fidu¢ja fost il-familji f’Malta. I1-
qaghda ekonomika, li tinkwieta hafna
lill-familji madwar 1-Ewropa, ma hi ta’ I-
ebda nkwiet ghall-familji Maltin u
Ghawdxin.

tagsam in-negattiv-
ita, 19% ta’ dawk
intervistati qalu li
jistennew li f1-2020
is-sitwazzjoni ta’
Malta se tehzien,
imma  mbaghad
madwar 1-Unjoni
Ewropea nstab li
27% ta’ dawk inter-
vistati jahsbu li
mal-Ewropa se
tkun hazina.
Bhalissa f’Malta

Ta’ 75+ issa jivvjaggaw bla hlas

ill-1 ta’ Jannar ta’ din is-sena l-anzjani kollha ¢ittadini Maltin

li ghandhom 75 sena jew aktar bdew juzaw it-trasport pubb-

liku, billi jivvjaggaw fuq tal-linja bla ma jhallsu. Hekk bdew igawdu
minn mizura li kienet giet imhabbra fl-ahhar bagit.

Issa 1- Ministru ghat-Trasport u Infrastruttura Ian Borg gal i 1-

iskema maghrufa bhala Bus75+ se tinghaqad ma’ dik tal-Bus20

(zghazagh taht 1-20 sena) u wkoll l-iskema ghat-trasport pubbliku

b’xejn ghal persuni b’dizabilita.

Wagt konferenza tal-ahbarijiet il-Ministru spjega kif din kienet
weghda ohra mwettqa fil-bagit ghal din is-sena.

CatholicCare
e Care Services

Do you know any seniors in
our community who could
use a little help at home?

CatholicCare home care services can help
seniors to enjoy living independently in

.

Filwagqt li qal li din il-weghda li se tkompli tincentiva l-pubbliku
sabiex jaghmel aktar uzu mis-servizzi tat-trasport pubbliku (tal-
linja), il-Ministru qal li grazzi ghall-iskemi Bus20 matul 1-2019 kien
hemm 39,000 persuna li ghamlu uzu minn madwar tmien miljun
vjagg b’xejn.

[1-hsieb ahhar hu li fi ftit tas-snin, it-trasport pubbliku f’Malta jkun
b’xejn ghal kulhadd.

their own home with comfort and
confidence.

Call CCareline to find out more.

Careline 131819

CatholicCare.org

3 CatholicCare
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Bushfires dubbed as the blggest

in history

ushfires are regular in this vast con-
Btinent but the extreme fires over the

holiday period were dubbed the
biggest in Australia’s history with both the
states of Victoria and NSW declaring a
state of disaster/emergency. There were
mass evacuations of country towns with
hundreds of homes destroyed and loss of
life.

More than five million hectares have
been burnt nationwide in this bushfire sea-
son alone and there are still three months
left of the fire season. That’s an area
greater than the country of Wales. It is also
a bigger area than Belgium and Luxem-
bourg combined, and most of the size of
Ireland.

Prime Minister Scott Morrison committed
$2 billion to a national bushfire recovery
fund. Mr Morrison said the money would
be paid out over the next two calendar
years. “If further funds are required, further
funds will be provided,” the Prime Minister
told reporters in Canberra. The government
has already announced the rollout of up to
3,000 Defence Force reservists to help han-
dle the fallout from fires.

"'l{:-r Sea

SOUTH,
AUSTRAI)

Great
Australian
Bight

Call for a Royal Commission

he Greens have called for a Royal Commission into the coun-
try's bushfire crisis amid weeks of political debate and calls
for stronger action on the fires from the federal government.
There is a need to go to the "root cause" of the bushfires.
Greens leader Senator Richard Di Natale said Prime Minister
Scott Morrison had failed his "duty to keep citizens safe from harm.
His inadequate response to these fires and his obstinate refusal to
accept what we have known for decades: that burning climate-
changing fossil fuels would lead to more frequent and intense bush-

fires is putting the lives of Australians at risk," he said.

Senator Di Natale also said “Australia's climate has changed
and we need to make sure that our land management, disaster re-
sponse and climate policies are relevant to the new reality we
face.” Mr Di Natale also called on the Prime Minister to convene
an emergency summit to “ensure that everything is being done
to address the immediate crisis”.

He said the federal government and the opposition must both

step up to tackle extreme weather by phasing out coal.
But Opposition Labor leader Anthony Al-
banese said while he wouldn't rule out a
Royal Commission into bushfires, he
wants to see action now. “I think it's im-
mediate action that is required, not some-
thing that will report in six months, which
is the minimum time for a Royal Commis-
sion normally,” he said.

“They take years rather than months and
what we need right now is for COAG
[Council of Australian Governments] to be
convened."

Meanwhile capital city Canberra's air
quality has been rated the worst in the
world as bushfire smoke shrouded the na-
tion's capital. The IQAir AirVisual web-
site, which collates air quality information
globally, ranked the Australian nation's
capital above the likes of Kolkata and
Delhi in India.
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ussie golf leg-
end 64-year-old
Greg Norman
(pictured left) has post-
ed an emotional mes-
sage of heartbreak as
Australia’s bushfire cri-
Sis rages on even as we
go to press. On his
Twitter account, he wrote; “Seeing these images of death and de-
struction, the strength of the human spirit, the pure heartache and
tragedy the people of Australia have endured cuts to my core and
to be brutally honest exposes the stupidity of mankind, I am no
expert, but [ am a
global observer, of
course, there is cli-
mate change taking
place. It is happen-
ing worldwide.
Australia is just one
example”.
“To the powers to
be who make deci-
sions, wake up,

Visas to reduce
congestion in
major cities

he federal government recently intro-
duced two new regional visas —
Skilled Work Regional (subclass 491) and
Skilled Employer Regional (subclass 494)

¥ Re bushfires: Consult
¢ the aboriginal people

open your eyes and absorb these horrific images and ask your-
selves a few very simple questions, because we must learn from
this cataclysmic disaster.”

Norman went on to offer four strategic bushfire-combating
strategies he hopes Australia’s political leaders will head.

His range of strategies includes consultation with indigenous
leaders.

“1) Procedures, protocols and preparations,”
300-word post.

“What lessons have been learnt? What must be adjusted or what
new should be implemented? This will happen again. Let's not
kick the can down the road.

“2) Should there be a National Fire Service? Not each State
being responsible for their own. Australia is on fire!

“3) Burn back. With the animal death toll approaching 1 BILLION,
would control burn backs in winter months help reduce this car-
nage? Seek the advice of Australian Aboriginals. They have been
the custodians and carers of our land for over 50,000 years.

“4) maybe a refresh to the 2006 agreement between America and
Australia on bushfire/wildlife cooperation.

“Fires happen in America as well and there are approx 25 fire-
bombers in the USA. Learn and support. We must ALL help pre-
vent this magnitude of ugliness from returning and NOT continue
to operate with the mem‘allly of suppression vs. preventlon’

he wrote in the

— as part of its promise to reduce conges-
tion in major cities.

Successful applicants will be required to
work and stay in a regional area — consid-
ered anywhere in Australia outside of Bris-
bane, Sydney and Melbourne — for at least
three years, at which point they will be el-
igible for permanent residency.

While the federal government announced
the regional push, it is largely up to the
states to implement the reform as state
sponsorship is required for the majority of
the 25,000 allocated places.

States determine who is eligible for the
visa based on qualifications, profession,
age and time spent in the region. For suc-
cessful applicants, it’s a daunting road
ahead to permanent residency. The new re-
gional visas replace the subclass 489 re-
gional visa and require visa holders to stay
an extra year in the regional area, earning
a minimum of $53,900 a year to qualify
for permanent residency.

In the lead up to the 2019 federal elec-
tion, the Coalition announced it would cut
the annual permanent residency intake
from 190,000 to 160,000 in a bid to ease
congestion in the major cities. The change
was not opposed by Labor.

Some of the places previously allocated
to the Skilled Independent Visa (subclass
189), which replaced the controversial 457
visas in 2018, have now been redirected to
the new regional visa stream. That’s fur-
ther reduced the number of permanent res-
ident visa options for migrants.

How to hel

To help those on the front line of the

recovery ‘effort, a donation, prefer=s
ably in cash can be made to various or-"-

ganisations and -charities. Victorian
Premier Daniel Andrews has urged peo-

ple to pledge money - not clothes or food
- to his state's communities, saying they
don't have the time, space or people to
sort through items.

“I don't want to appear harsh-in any
way, but we don't need any more clothes,

food, trucks on our roads,” he said on

Sunday. “I know it all comes from a place

Michelle Rowland

of kindness and I thankieverybody,who's
made those donations.”

The CFA, Victoria's rural fire service,
echoed that call: “Experience tells us that
donation of money is much more effective
and provides more flexibility than the do-
nation of material items or pre-loved
goods.”

Donations can be made to the state-
funded rural fire services. Some states
allow pledges to individual brigades:
Victoria: CFA; NSW: South Australia:
CFS Foundation; Queensland: RFBAQ

FEDERAL MEMBER FOR GREENWAY

230 Prospect Highway, Saven Hills

PROUDLY SERVING THE AREAS OF:
Acacla Gardens, Blacktown®, Glreaween,
Glenwood, Kelhywille Ridge, Kings Langley,

Kingz Park, Lalor Park, Parklea, Pendle Hill*,
Proaspect”, Quakers Hill*, Riverstone, Rouse Hill®,
Schofields, Seven Hills, Stanhope Gardens,

The Ponds, Tocngabbie®, Vimeyard™

* parts off

5671 4780

Michella, Rowland MPEaph.gowau

¥ wwnalscabooicoomimmowiandmp B SMRowlandMP
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Ghall-ewwel darba f'din is-serje I-attenzjoni taghna tmur fuq
kittieba mara, Doreen Micallef, li meta halliet din id-dinja tmien
snin ilu, I-llsien u I-Letteratura Maltija tilfu bniedma qalbiena li
minkejja I-fragilita fizika taghha ghelbet kull ostaklu u spikkat

Taghrif dwar il-kitba Maltija u dawk li matul
is-sekli hadmu ghall-iZvilupp tal-ilsien Malti

bil-mod kif tkellmet u kitbet bla biza’ u bla tidwir.

Anke jekk kitbet ukoll proza u drammi, ghal Doreen Micallef
il-poezija kienet il-bidu u t-tmiem. Kienet tghid li I-poezija hija
r-ruh, u kull bniedem li ghandu ruh fih ghandu wkoll il-poezija.

DOREEN MICALLEF - gieset li kull
bniedem bir-ruh ghandu fih ukoll il-poezija

twieldet il-Furjana, fil-31 ta’ Mejju

1949 l-unika bint ta' Geraldu u
Giorgina Micallef, u mietet fl-eta ta’ 52
sena fl-1 ta’ Dicembru tal-2001.

L-ewwel snin tal-edukazzjoni taghha ha-
dithom fl-iskola primarja u dik sekondarja
tal-gvern fil-Furjana fejn ghexet l-ewwel
ftit snin ta' hajjitha. Hija kompliet tav-
vanza l-istudji taghha fil-Malti, fil-letter-
atura moderna Ewropea, fl-arti u wkoll
fil-filosofija.

Doreen specjalizzat fil-letteratura Maltija
u Ingliza u anke kisbet MA fil-letteratura,
diploma fir-relazzjonijiet umani u diploma
ohra fit-teorija politika.

Hija ghexet fi zmien li fih fid-dinja kienu
nholqu movimenti ta’ zghazagh ribelli li
kienu determinati li I-kreattivita taghhom
ma tkunx mahnuqa mir-rigidita tradizzjon-
ali u kultant diskriminatorja. Moviment
bhal dan li permezz tieghu z-zghazagh
riedu bidla kbira fil-hsieb kien inholoq
ukoll f’Malta.

Ir-rinaxximent modern tal-hsieb f’Malta
wassal biex ghadd ta’ zghazagh iffurmaw il-
Moviment Qawmien Letterarju li ghenhom
jimirhu f'metodi hielsa ta’ hsieb u kitba.

Kien zmien li fih il-mara ftit kont issibha
f'ogsma pubbli¢i, imma Doreen qatt ma
ddejqet tkun kontroversjali ladarba kienet
konvinta mir-ragunijiet taghha u kienet
kuragguza bizzejjed 1i ssir 1-unika kittieba
mara tal-Moviment. Dawk i kienu jafuha
mill-qrib jghidu li Doreen kienet 1-ewwel

Taht: ll-qoxra ta’ zewg volumi iddedikati lil
konferenza li kienet saret fl-2011 f'gieh
Doreen u ppubblikati mill-Akkademija tal-Malti

Jodee A
'ﬁualle’f

Il-Konferenza

Il—kittieba Maltija Doreen Micallef

&
L
»
1
A
L
=
E
e
-
"
=
o
=
-
L
"3
L3
=
I
L

poetessa f’Malta li kitbet bil-vers hieles.

Kienet titkellem b’certa konvinzjoni u
tinsisti favur il-vers hieles u sikwit kienet
taffronta lil kull min ma qabilx maghha
dwar dan. Kienet tishaq li bhala nazzjon li
jifforma parti mid-dinja, kif kien qed isehh
universalment Malta wkoll kellha dritt li
tghaddi minn din il-bidla.

Minkejja li kellha xi difetti fisi¢i ta’
sahha, u maghrufa bhala introverta, kienet
thobb tisso¢jalizza u kapaci tqajjem
suggetti profondi ghad-diskussjoni. Kienet
ukoll bniedma li thobb tistaqsi u ma
toqghodx lura anke jekk taf li se tqjjem xi
kontroversja. L-aqwa li minnha johrog xi
element li jtejjeb il-hsieb 1i trid twassal.

Inkiteb dwarha li kienet titkellem u tahseb
bi stil proza-poetiku, u li s-sentimental-
izmu, ir-ribelljoni, il-qilla, ir-rabja u d-de-
terminazzjoni kienet tinsighom f’versi
poeti¢i f’'mohhha. Jekk imbaghad kienet
tkun fil-burdata kienet tiktibhom, jekk le
kienet thallihom itiru.

Doreen Micallef kienet tikteb dwar il-let-
teratura fi ‘II-Berqa’ u wara fil-gazzetti tal-
Union Press, ‘l-orizzont’ u ‘it-Toréa’ tant
li kienet popo-
lari mal-edituri
li kienu jaghrfu
t-talent taghha u
jipprovdulha 1-
ispazju ghall-

kltbgért:egg h&i_ li kitbet storja dmugh...
callef  ippubb- il-lejla I-kwiekeb jibku
likat plgemm i--lejla rega’ frar

poeziji kif ukoll proza,. Minbarra 1-hafna
drabi li poeziji taghha gew ippubblikati
f'gurnali jew f'antologiji, irnexxielha wkoll
tippubblika tliet kotba poetici, ‘Fit-Trig ta’
I-Empirew’(1975), ‘De Profundis’(1979)
u ‘Kyrie’ (1980). F'kull wiehed minnhom
hemm dahla analitika minn Oliver Frig-
gieri. Xi xoghlijiet taghha gew ukoll ip-
pubblikati fir-Renju Unit u fl-Istati Uniti.

Kellha wkoll xi xoghlijiet li dehru fl-an-
tologiji Linji Godda (1973) u llhna
Mkissra (1992). Ippubblikat ukoll, 7/-
Leggenda tal-Lejl (1984).

Doreen kienet tikteb ukoll id-drammi u
ghal tliet darbiet, f1-1969, 1-1970 u 1-1973
rebhet 1-Istilla tad-Deheb (ir-Redifussion
Golden Star) tar-Rediffusion ghall-aqwa
dramm tas-sena, filwaqt li fl-1984 inghatat
il-Phoenician Cultural Award.

Din il-kittieba tibga’ tissemma wkoll

Dwar il-mewt tal-genituri, Doreen kitbet hekk:

u dlam u rifi u kesha u telf u bahh u mrar fi frar hrigna fid-dlam

u ntlifna Zewg ombri suwed fil-lejl

il-lejl ingazzat u riefnu il-lejl mistmerr tal-kesha ta frar hrigna fid-dlam u hrabna
zew§ ombri suwed fil-lejl ostaggi tal-lejl u s-sikta fil-kesha,

fir-rezha tal-lejl gattret demgha wahda. ..

ghad-damma ta' sitt drammi li harget fl-
1972 bl-isem ta' ‘Wicc imb Wic¢ u Drammi
Ohra’. Ghadd ta drammi taghha ttellghu
ukoll fit-Teatru Manoel jew fuq il-mezzi
tax-xandir. Kitbet ukoll Magam 1li gie
mmuzikat minn Charles Camilleri.

L-akbar habib u idolu li kellha fil-qasam
teatrali kien Francis Ebejer.

Doreen ghexet hajja semplici, fqira, kwi-
etauumli. Fatt li nikkitha hafna f*hajjitha
kien meta sfat iltima minn ommha u
missierha li t-tnejn kienu mietu fl-istess
xahar ta' Frar.

Ma kellhiex qraba u spiccat tghix
wahedha f'appartament fi Triq Sant An-
drija fil-belt Valletta. Hawnhekk 1-akbar
hbieb taghha saru l-qtates li kienu jigru
barra qrib fejn kienet tghix. Kienet tip-
preferi tibqa’ bil-guh hi biex tixtri l-ikel
ghalihom.
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Christmas joy
provided by
the Maltese
in Australia

hey come from far and wide to
I witness and enjoy the Christmas
cheer and beautifully decorated
houses with bright lights and mes-
sages of good hope. The festive season
in Australia comes during the hot days
of summer, this year somewhat
s}goiled by the devastation caused by
the bushfires.
Maltese all over Australia proudly
decorate their homes.

In Greystanes NSW along Cumberland R
the house of Joe & Doris Caruana and that of Sam & Doris

Mejlak (picture above).

In front of Vicky Rubnik-Borg’s house in Kootingal Street,
(top picture) carols were sung and a large gathering had a

oad, we visited
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great evening of entertainment. It is becoming a must event
during the festive season.

At the La Valette Centre in Blacktown, hundreds attended
carols by candlelight and an interesting pageant featuring
many children, il-priedka tal-Milied and Nannu Santa.

Qatt kilt bi¢céa
presepju jew
x1 pastur?

Fejt? jidhol l-ikel il-Maltin ma tir-
bhilhomx. Il-Maltin huma wkoll
artisti¢i u kull ¢ans li jkollhom ihobbu
juru hilithom.

Kif jafu I-qarrejja 1-Maltin ghadhom
ukoll jghozzu t-tradizzjoni ewlenija
tal-presepju, kemm jekk jghixu Malta
inkella barra. Min jaf kemm rajtu
minnhom fil-jiem tal-festi tal-Milied!

Mela, l-ikel, il-helu u l-artistrija! F’-
Malta d-dulcier Jimmy Aquilina wera
dawk it-tliet hiliet meta bena presepju
kollu kemm hu tac¢-¢ikkulata u
goggieh fid-dahla ta” lukanda ewlenija

"Malta fejn {'ahdem. Ghaggeb lil kull
min rah. Sal-pasturi minn ¢ikkulata
skura ghamel (stampa fuq)

Jimmy ha mal-mitt siegha maqsuma
f’ghadd ta” gimghat biex bena I-pre-
sepju li kien maghmul minn 70 kilo-
gramma cikkulata.

Int qatt kilt xi bi¢ca presefju? Min zar
il—Eresepju u ssapora ftit tal-jiem
sakemm ghaddew il-festi kien ikollu
¢-cans li anke jduq bic¢ca presepju!

Please Note:

Anybody interested in advertising
on The Voice of the Maltese maga-

zine in order to reach the widest
audience possible, partcularly
among the Maltese diaspora is re-
quested to write for details to:
Maltesevoice@gmail.com

Lejla Mgarrija
organised by Horsley Park Community Social Group

For the Maltese Community & Friends
Saturday March 7 at Mandavilla Function Centre
Horsley Drive, Horsley Park

Entertainment provided by: Heartbeat

Cost $65.00pp: includes Maltese antipasto, 3-course meal,
beer, wine, soft drinks, tea and coffee and more.

Bookings call: Theresa Quattromani 0402 178-781,
Josephine Borg 0402 040 954,

Come and join us for a fun time.
The proceeds of the evening with go to The Cancer Council
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o ' "W Maltese veterans commemorated at
§ Canberra War Memorial ceremony

!- Joint last post ceremony to piper's lament, the visitors, includ-

commemorate two Maltese ing the Malta’s High Commissioner
veterans of the first war, pri- in Australia H.E Charles Muscat
vate Charles Bonavia and private and the President of the Maltese
Waldermar Beck took place at the Ex-servicemen Association of
Australian War Memorial in Can- NSW, Charles N. Mifsud laid
berra on December 28. wreaths and floral tributes beside

The Ceremony is held 364 days per the Pool of Reflection. The cere-
year at the Commemorative area of the mony ended with the sounding of
Memorial. This time it was held to ho-  the Last Post
nour the two brave Maltese soldiers as ~ The Maltese Ex-Servicemen from
inscribed in the Roll of Honour. Sydney organised a bus that took the

After the playing of the Australian  visitors to Canberra for what was
national anthem followed by the described as a very respectful and
dignified service.

Mrs Lea Harding, Charles
Bonavia’s niece, Mrs Barbara
Barter, the niece of Waldemar
Beck’s fiancée and members
of the Maltese Ex Servicemen
Ebe]er&ASSOCIOTeS LOWVWG r§ Association of NSW who trav-

elled to Canberra from Sydney
for the occasion, were also
present (below at the cere-

We offer legal services in Melbourne
(Lt Collins Street) and Werribee.

Family law is our specialty. mony) with Mr Charles Mus-
» wills, powers of attorney, . cat (left) during the ceremony.
* manage deceased estates, and provide

* purchase and sell property

* purchase and sell businesses.
Marlene Ebejer (speaks Maltese)
an accredited family law specialist
divorce, children, property,

child support, intervention orders.
Maltese Wills, Powers of Attorney
Maltese Property matters.

Phone: 03 9741 1722
www.ebejerlawyers.com.au)
email reception@ebejerlawyers.com.au

We get to the point, provide the right
advice and get the work done at a rea-
sonable price.
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inaugurated a monument comprising of three columns

with four plaques, commemorating the 7th of June 1919
Maltese uprising and the Maltese Anzacs1914/18 on the front two
columns, and the Maltese Pioneer in Illawarra (The Cassar Fam-
ily) and the Maltese Bowlers on the back column.

The idea for erecting a Maltese monument in the Illawarra is to
be applauded. A good crowd attended for the unveiling cere-
mony. It is most unfortunate that for lack of space not a better
place than the back corner of the car park could be found for the

I ast December the George Cross Falcons Club of Cringila

Mr. Steven Jones MP (left) with
Peter Micallef and George Bar-
tolo two members of the GCFC

that helped build the club

monument.

Mr. Stephen Jones the Federal Member for Whitlam officiated
at the inauguration of this monument.

As the occasion occurred so close to Christmas a Christmas Pag-
eant was also held in the club building. A procession in which
children dressed as shepherds and singing Christmas hymns was
held while the statue of baby Christ with Mary, Joseph was car-
ried around. The students that attend the Maltese language class
at the club also took part with readings and the singing of Christ-
mas hymns in Maltese.

W
e

mint is
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he Maltese Language
School of NSW (Skola tal-
Malti) is a division of the Mal-
tese Community Council of NSW. It was
established exactly 21 years ago in Janu-

Learn our beautiful language

cancies for paid teachers.
For more information on how to enrol

-

contact one should phone 02
9601 2189 or 0400 376 607 or
email malteselanguageschool
nsw(@hotmail.com.

ary 1999, and is supported by the NSW
Government.

The school is proud to serve the Maltese
community of NSW in keeping alive the
Maltese language and culture in Australia.

Photo shows students and teachers of the
Maltese Language School of NSW at the
End of Year Presentation that was held re-
cently at the Horsley Park Public School.

The current principal is Mary Pace Fer-
aud with fellow teachers, Maria De Carlo,
Mark Caruana, Ivan Borg and Sandra
Grech. The school employs native Maltese

AAGFRIRA ASSOCIATION ©F NSW lne

With a Dinner Dance on Saturday January 18, 2020
Time: Doors open 6:30pm for 7:00pm start
Place: Mandavilla Function Centre, 1788 The Horsley Drive, Horsley Park

Dinner: 3-Course meal, beer, wine, soft drinks, tea, coffee, pastizzi & fruit platters

Contact: Ray & Josephine Bigeni: 627 4182, Mob: 0439 974 182
M'Ann Teuma: 4579 6771, Vicki Micallef: 0425 210 436

Invites you to come & celebrate:

LUSTRALYA DAY 2020

Entertainer: Joe Apap

speaking teachers. There are presently va-
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Community

| >« SUNNY'S i iy
CONFECTIONERY | | cicorsete e,

jiet ghall-pozizzjoni ta’ ghalliem/a
part-time tal-ilsien Malti fil-binja

taghhom 14 Watt Street,
The Maltese Sunshine, Victoria.
L-applikanti ghandu jkollhom
gharfien sew tal-Malti kemm

Confectionery Specialist e sl
Wishes its clients a Ghaltaghrit tehor sompel fug

0412 115 919. Ralli nnumru tat-

}[QZ[QDQDY wa YEQZ(R | telefon unéemplulek lura. |

L-ahbarijiet taHPBS (Malta)
1I-PBS ta’ Malta tforni lill-SBS fl-Awstralja
° bis-servizz taghha, imma |-qgarrejja xorta
Pl e aS e p ho ne ° (02) 9 6 71 1 8 63 mhegga biex jidhlu fil-website tal-istazzjon
Malti: www.tvm.com.mt. ghall-ahbarijiet
[ kemm bil-Malti u bl-Ingliz.

Maltese

([ Community Wheels Inc.: ) .
Connectingyouwith | Il s E R FICIA LI TIETROCT T {0 i
your community

Community Wheels is your local La Valette Social Centre Inc. 175 Walters Road, Blacktown Tel. 96225847

°°ﬁ{{;‘;"é‘g'o‘:f?éﬂ'osgﬁ'{‘,g,}L‘SLE.”' Saturdays: Kitchen and Bar open from 5.00pm Traditional Mal-
services to eligible people tese Cuisine. 6.00p,: Bo¢¢i. 8.00p.m.: Live DJ and Bingo.

(+65 yrs old) to: Last Saturday of the Month: - Ghana Night with
* attend medical appointments aver Bonanno and friends

* go shopping (including assist-
ing clients with shopping bags)
*meet a friend for a chat or
coffee, and
*go on bus tours etc.
Available in the Parramatta
City Council and parts of
Cumberland Council areas.

Thursday January 16: Maltese Respite Care Service reopens
Mass in Maltese in the Main Hall at 10.15am.

Tuesdays: From 9am: BOCCI for members and friends
For more information contact the centre

MASS TIME: Saturday: St Francis Chapel: 5.30 p.m.

_ For information call: 88681400 (when a priest is available)
% ) A N\ N
FESTA TA’ GENEROZITA /_:": T mnm N
@' IN AID OF ID DAR-TAL-PROVIDENZA, MALTA S r,?
organised by The Friends of Providence o
Friends of Providence House NSW House NSW E..—ﬂ"fd_
Sunday 23rd February 23 from 2.00 pm
La Valette Social Centre,175 Walters Road, Blacktown Events for 2020
Featuring: Charlie Muscat & James Cassar Supported by: Martin Vella, Sunday March 8
Natasha Tatarinoff, Brittany & Katelyn Vella, and The MCA Choir Fete
Enjoy An Afternoon of Great Entertainment, Prizes & Family Fun! Sunday July 5
Lucky Donor Envelope Prizes & Raffle Drawn onThe Day Lejla fil-Buskett
Maltese food & drinks available from 12 Noon Sunday October 18
Donation: Adults $10 Children u/15yrs: free Fete
Bookings from: Jim Borg: 9636 7767 or Miriam 0419 476 924 Saturday November 14
PROUDLY SPONSORED BY Dinner Dance
ereakaway Travel La Valette Social Centre Sunday December 6
Tel:96227799 Tel: 9622 5847 - Festa San Nikola J
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L Community News

-

Zune in to
2adio and
Television

MELBOURNE: on 3Z2ZZ 92.3FM or
on www.3zzz.com.au. Mondays 5-6
pm, Fridays 5-6 pm and Saturdays

10-11am.

MELBOURNE: on 98.9 North West
FM, every Friday 6.00 - 7.00p.m.
and Mondays 7.00 to 8.00pm. Pre-
senter: Emmanuel Brincat.

MELBOURNE: STEREO 974
(93180930): 97.4FM Wed (Maltese
Magazine) & Thursday (Merhba):
6.00pm to 8.00 pm Co-ordinator —
Ray Anastasi

On SBS Radio
Day Time Analogue and Digital
Tuesdays and Fridays: 12:00-13:00
97.7fm SBS 2.

\-

To tune into digital radio you need a
receiver or device with a DAB+ chip.
Tuning in is by station name not fre-
quency. Digital radio can also be
heard via digital TV.

SYDNEY: listen to the MCC radio
programmes on 2GLF FM 89.3.
Isma’ I-programm tar-radju bil-Malti
mill-Kunsill Malti ta” NSW minn fuq I-
istazzjon 2GLF 89.3FM.

(Jista’ wkoll jinstema’ On Demand minn
fuq I-Internet: www.893fm.com.au)

On Demand!: Ethnic Maltese Council 11am)
ll-Hadd 11.00 am: I-ahhar ahbarijiet

minn Malta, muzika, taghrif, kultura,\
awvizi u suggetti ta’ interess.

SBS Radio 2 on Channel 38.
Programmes can be accessed on-
line (live or catch up) at:
sbs.com.au/maltese and via mobile
phone, using the SBS Radio app.

For television news from Malta -
SBS2 TV 32 ( (Viceland) on Thurs-
days and Sundays at 8am.

VIVA MALTA on COAST FM 96.3
Community Radio in Gosford Cen-
tral Coast NSW. Aired on Thursdays
every fortnight from 6 pm -7 pm.

Presenter: Nathalie Gatt.

Web streaming:
www.coastfm.org.au

SBS MALTESE NEWS: L-Ahbarijiet
are now on SBSTV Viceland HD
Channel 31 every Sunday at 8.00
a.m. and on Thursday at 8.00 a.m.

BRISBANE listen to the Maltese
Programme on 4EB on Tuesdays
6.00 -8.15am; Sundays 4.15pm to
5.15pm.

' Maltese Seniors Social Welfare Day Groups ‘

Fairfield Active Maltese Seniors
Meets on the last Tuesday of the Month.
Group meets in Parish Hall, cnr of Stella
Street & The Boulevard, Fairfield Heights at
10 am.

Maltese Seniors Central Coast
Have to contact our Welfare Officer for
an appointment. For all information and
referral matters call Censina Cefai: 02
439 000 12 or 0414 267 652

Daceyville Maltese Seniors
Meets the last Wednesday of the mon-
th in the Meeting Room One, No. 3 Gen-
eral Bridges Crescent, Daceyville.

Note: The Groups also arrange regular Bus Trips
Join us and make new friends.

Merrylands Social Maltese Seniors

Meets every second Friday of the
month: Miller Room, Memorial Av-
enue Merrylands from 10.30am to
12.30 am

Llandilo Maltese Seniors
Meets on the first Wednesday of each

month at the Llandilo Community Hall,
Seventh Avenue, from 11am to 1 pm.

Maltese of Bankstown
Group meets 3rd Wednesday of month
in the Bankstown CBD area.

Every other 3rd Thursday an outing.
Enquiries call: Sam 9534 2357

Greystanes Maltese Seniors
Meets on the second Monday of each
month at the George Preca Centre of
OLQP Church, 198 Old Prospect Road,
Greystanes from 10 am to 12 noon

The Sutherland & St George
Maltese Group

Meets every First Wednesday of the
Month from 10:00am-1:00pm.

Meetings/Get Togethers are interest-
ing, informative & entertaining, so
come Join us and make new Friends

For more information contact our Co-
ordinator:

Charles Mifsud J.P.Phone (02) 9501
5525 — mobile 0421 662 298.

*All Groups are co-ordinated by The Malfese Community Council of NSW) with a
sponsorship from Multicultural NSW. Please contact the MCC Welfare Officer: Marisa
Previtera JP on 0414 863 123. The MCC offices are at 59b Franklin Street (corner
\ with Young SY) Parramatta West NSW (next to West Parramatta Primary School).

Avviz lill-qarerjja
Tixtieq li jkollok
kopja f'idejk ta’
The Voice?

nfakkru lill-garrejja li The Voice of the

Maltese, mhux biss magazine online,
izda wkoll I-uniku tax-xorta tieghu fl-
Awstralja li wkoll jigi ippubblikat.

Fil-fatt huma hafna dawk li ilhom li
bdew japprofittaw ruhhom minn danu
abbonaw halli anke jibdew jircevu kop-
ja pprintjata bil-posta d-dar bi hlas.

Minhabba I-boghod li hawn fil-konti-
nent Awstraljan, il-hlas tal-posta minn
stat ghall-iehor tvarja, ghalhekk dawk
kollha li jixtiequ li jibdew jircevu kopja
pprintjata tal-magazine kull darba li
johrog biex ikunu jistghu jzommuha
f’idejhom, huma mhegga biex jab-
bonaw ghal sena shiha halli jaghmlu
zgur li jkollhom kopja kull darba.

Biex dan isir wiehed ghandu l-ewwel
jikkomunika b’email halli jaghmel it-
talba lil maltesevoice@gmail.com fejn
jitlob taghrif dwar il-hlas ta’ abbona-
ment ghal sena fl-istat fejn jghix. Im-
baghad jekk ikun irid jissieheb ma’
dawk kollha li mhumiex kuntenti biss li
jagraw il-magazine online, imma wkoll

li jkollhom kopja tieghu, jgharrafna.
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MFA presents Italian as new
national teams’ head coach

he Malta Football Association has

I appointed Devis Mangia, an Italian,

as head coach of its national teams.

The Italian has signed a four-year contract

that binds him with the MFA until the end

0f 2023. He has taken up his new role with
immediate effect.

Since starting his coaching career in 2004
Mangia, 45, who obtained his UEFA Pro li-
cence from the Italian FA’s Technical Centre
in Coverciano, has coached both at club and
international level. He managed a number of
Serie A, B and Lega Pro clubs in Italy. His
last coaching job was with Romanian top di-
vision side CS Universitatea Craiova.

Malta FA President Bjorn Vassallo said he
was pleased that Devis accepted the MFA’s
offer to be in charge of “defining a com-
mon game philosophy for all our national
team selections in line with the Associa-
tion’s strategy.”

He described the Italian as a young and
energetic coach with a wealth of experi-

L=N

european

2020
BUDAPEST

34t LEM European
Watar Polo Championships

aqUEUCE

Malta at European Waterpolo Championships

As of January 12, Malta started participat-
ing in the 2020 European Waterpolo
Championships in the Duna Arena in Bu-
dapest. The event concludes on January 26.
Malta is in Group C with Spain, Hungary
and Turkey. The rest of the teams in the 34th
edition of the event are:
Group A: Croatia, Montenegro, Slovakia,
and Germany. Group B: Serbia, Russia, Ro-
mania, and Netherlands. Group D: Italy,
Greece, Georgia, and France.

Malta’s first commitment is against Spain
January 14. The next is on January 16 against
Turkey, and the last group match will be two
days later, on the 18th, against Hungary.

After the group matches, Malta (expected
to finish fourth), will play the other fourth
classified teams for places 13th to 16th.

The 2nd and 3rd teams will play each other
to qualify Y finals in cross group format,
while the first team classified from each
group will qualify directly for Y4 finals.

ence, notably with the Italy Under-21 side
whom he led to the final of the 2013 UEFA
Under-21 Championship.

He went on to say that the MFA’s discus-
sions with Mangia further strengthened the
association’s conviction that he is the right
coach to manage Malta’s national team and
to lead the technical overhaul that he MFA
is undertaking in the coming months.

“His vision and football philosophy fit
with our plans to improve the performance
and results of our national teams, including
the project to enter a professional club in
the Italian Lega Pro. Devis’s knowledge of
Italian football and his coaching experi-
ence, will be an asset for us in this context,”
the MFA president said.

In his first comments after the signing of
the agreement Mangia said he was happy
for reaching the agreement, and that the
project presented to him was a very ambi-
tious one. “I am confident that with hard
work and dedication, together we can sig-
nificantly improve the level of Maltese
football.”

4 Eastern Europeans
in Malta tournament

our club sides from eastern Europe,

three from the Czech Republic, Banik
Ostrava, FK Mlada Boleslav and FC Zbro-
jovka Brno, and Slovakia’s FC DAC Duna-
jska Streda will be taking part in the second
edition of the Tipsport Malta Cup 2020 to
be played January 25-27, at the National
Stadium.

The tournament that will serve the visiting
team as a training camp, is supported by the
Malta Tourism Authority and sponsored by
Tipsport, and is being o-ordinated by MFA
SportsPlus Limited

The visiting teams will also be playing
friendlies against a number of Maltese clubs

Birkirkara hand Floriana season’s first defeat

Maltese-Australian clubs
for Maltese Cultural Cup

he much-awaited Australia Day tournament for
the Maltese Cultural Cup organised by Caro-
line Springs George Cross is to be held January 23-
27 at the City Vista Pavilion and Sports Field
between six club teams from Victoria, namely top
teams Green Gully and George Cross, Altona City

loriana’s 13-match positive streak (2 wins and a draw b) in the Premier League

was halted at the start of Round 1 when they were handed their first defeat of

the season by Birkirkara who defeated them1-0. As a result their lead was cut down

to four points - 31-27 -from Hibernians who defeated Gudja 2-0. Defending cham-
pions Valletta slip to third a point further behind after a 2-2 against Sta Lucia.

RESULTS - Day 14  Sunday was not the Greens’ day. They were denied three

Birkirkara v Floriana 1-0 times by the wood-

Parramatta Melita Eagles

Hibernians v Gudia 2-0 Work before conced-
Valletta v Sta Lugla 2-2 inga 79th minute goal Annual Meet February 1 and  North Schedule of play
Sirens v Senglea 2-2 by Falcone. Parramatta Melita Eagles | Altona, Kel-

Jan 23: Altona City v Altona North

Jan 24: George Cross v Green Gully
Jan 25: Altona City v Kellor Park
Parramatta Melita Eagles v Green Gully
Jan 26: Kellor Park v Altona North

Jan. 27 is reserved for the finals

lor Park and
Parramatta
Melita Ea-
gles  from
NSwW

Mosta v Tarxien 5-2
Balzan v Sliema W. 2-1
Monday: Gzira v Hamrun
FROM DAY 13

Mosta v Gudja 1-0

Sports Club Ltd would be hold-
ing its Annual General Meeting
on Saturday February 1 at 9 am
at the Club Rooms Melita Sta-
dium Granville South NSW.

Sirens also dropped
points in a 2-2 draw
with Senglea.

Late Monday Ham-
run played Gzira.




